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Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au DL: 13746 


SPECIAL 
INSURANEE—~ 
FOR SPECIAL 
VEHICLES 


Shannons Insurance has been insuring veteran, vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has developed a 
great insurance package at a very competitive price 
HH Agreed value. tf the car is a total loss you will receive Hi No blame = No excess 

the full sum it is insured for. @ Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 
Mi You have the option to choose your own repairer W@ Free windscreen — one per year without excess 


Hi in the event of total loss you will have automatic re- MI Personal belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
tention of the wreck, depending on the policy — subject to excess 


BEEBE EBB BBR ERE RE RRP REE Ree eee eee eee 
FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 www.shannons.com.au 
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SECTION CONTACTS 


Front Cover Picture: 
Austrian Alpine Celebration Tour cars ascending the Pordoi amid spectacular alpine scenery. In the lead is 


Northern Territory: Kathy Preston, 1925 Springfield Silver Ghost (S64LK) owned by our own John Matheson & Jeanne Eve, followed by 1913 
P.O. Box 1066, Palmerston, N.T. 0831 chassis 2532 owned by Gerhard Weissenbach (Germany) and 1914 chassis 15YB owned by Eric Payne 
08-8983-1029 (U.K). The Matheson’s car is a ‘Pickwick’ limousine by Rolls-Royce Custom Coach Works, and was one of 
Tasmania: Ivan Pearson, no fewer than six Australian cars to have been shipped to Europe for the wonderful event, besides at least 
15 Ellington Road, Sandy Bay, Tas. 7005 two other Silver Ghosts on the Tour that can be identified as ex-Australia. Photograph by Barrie Gillings 
03-6267-2708 (N.S.W), whose article on the Tour and its background may be found in this issue. 


AR The Rolls-Royce badge is a trademark of Rolls-Royce Ple and is used by the Club under licence from Rolls-Royce Pic, Derby, England. 
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Genuine spare parts 


Members have noticed the absence, 
for a couple of issues, of the regular 
Bentley Sydney advertising on the outside 
rear cover, That was a temporary 
absence while the Company at Crewe 
and its dealer network formulated a 
world-wide co-ordinated approach to 
showcasing their superlative products, 
including Crewe Genuine Parts. 

The Bentley advertising is designed to 
reinforce in the minds of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley owners that despite the Rolls- 
Royce name passing elsewhere, the orig- 
inal Company at Crewe is still the 
supplier of genuine parts for Rolls-Royce 
(1955-2002) and Bentley (1955-present) 
and that these are distributed through 
the Bentley dealer network. Pre-|1955 
parts are still distributed through Jack 
Barclay Ltd in London. 

A 12 month warranty applies to all 
Crewe Genuine Parts not fitted by a 
Bentley franchise. There is a significant 
advantage in having parts fitted by an 
Authorised Bentley dealer: in those 
circumstances a three year parts and 
workmanship warranty applies. 

Nowadays, the Company is much 
more sensitive to the importance of 
price, and the last few years have seen 


A.C.T. Branch Senior Vice President Kerry Bos, while visiting his daughter in Cambridge recently, took the 
opportunity of also visiting the nearby showrooms and workshops of R & A. Wood — always an enthralling 
experience for a Rolls-Royce and Bentley enthusiast. While there he took the three pictures on this page, 
showing two early cars ex-Australia among other historic Rolls-Royce cars. A fairly recent departure from 
Australia is 1912 London-Edinburgh type Silver Ghost, chassis 1958 (above). Note the characteristically 
low-waisted London-Edinburgh style coachwork, built during the recent P & A. Wood restoration, which 
needless to say is to the firm’s usual superlative standard. 


significant price reductions on a large 
number of spare parts. Also, | have been 
assured by Bentley Sydney that they are 
determined to be competetive and will 
match, where possible, any genuine 


lower price that you might be offered. 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners are 
well aware that one of the many advan- 
tages of their chosen marques is the 
ready availability of spare parts for mod- 


Below left’ 1905 4-cylinder Light Twenty, chassis 26350, of the type which helped make the Rolls-Royce reputation by being successfully raced by Charles Rolls 
(see PRAECLARUM 6-02, page 4003). Below right !906 30 Horsepower, chassis 26355, the only survivor of that model, the remains of which were famously 
rescued from a South Australian tomato farm by Gavin Sandford-Morgan and Len Vigar in 1956. The 30 h.p. model had its six cylinders cast in three pairs, as 
opposed to the two blocks of three of the Silver Ghost. Another recognition point is that the engine is set well forward, with the radiator ahead of the front axle. 
The 30 hp.,, in its later form, is also historically important in that, as an example of necessity preceding invention, it introduced Royce’s ‘slipper drive’ crankshaft 
vibration damper, a discovery which the Company failed to protect by patent (see Tom Clarke's book Royce and the Vibration Damper, BOOKS, page 41 75). 
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els that are much older than any other 
manufacturer would bother with. 

Owners are, however, also realistic 
enough to accept that not every part 
they might need will always be available 
from the original manufacturer. We are 
therefore doubly fortunate in that we 
also have a range of specialist companies 
making parts for older models and to ‘fill 
in the gaps’, so to speak. These manufac- 
turers produce a vast range of quality 
parts, from small nuts and bolts to cyl- 
inder heads for most pre-war models — 
even Silver Ghost cylinder blocks. For 
the most part they do not duplicate 
Crewe Genuine Parts. 

The sum of all of this is that few Rolls- 
Royce or Bentley motor cars need ever 
be off the road for want of a part. 

To my mind, at the risk of stating the 
blindingly obvious, it is preferable, and 
best serves the authenticity of your post- 
war car, to fit a genuine spare part where 
possible. Crewe Genuine Parts dealers in 
each state are listed in the Bentley 
Motors advertisement on the rear covers 
both of this issue of PRAECLARUM and 
of the 2003 edition of Chassis Plate. 


27RF — any history please 


Federal Registrar and Chassis Plate 
Editor David Vann (contact details in the 
front of this journal) is seeking inform- 
ation on his 1927 Phantom | (27RF). 

David has discovered that 27RF, origi- 
nally a Barker cabriolet de ville for deliv- 
ery in England, soon passed into the 
ownership of European royalty before 
coming to Australia where it was re- 
bodied as a saloon by Martin & King. 
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Although they are relatively thin on the ground in Australia, coachbuilt Bentley Mk Vis amount to almost 
exactly 20% of the total of that model. The A.C. Branch is blessed with this 1949 example by Freestone 
& Webb, a razor-edge saloon somewhat reminiscent of the same firm's pre-war ‘top hat’ style saloons, on 
chassis B474DA, owned by Gos Corey. Photograph by the Editor. 


However, the known history of the car is 
sparse between then and the early post- 
war period other than that it was known 
to have been registered in Victoria. 

If anybody can shed any further light 
on the history of this car, David would 
very much appreciate hearing from you. 


2004 Federal Rally 


Members are reminded that the 46th 
Federal Rally in Melbourne on March 
I2th-I15th 2004 — the PRAECLARUM 
RALLY — is a part of the world-wide 
celebrations to comemmorate 100 years 


since the meeting of C.S. Rolls and FH. 
Royce. As such, a considerable number 
of overseas entrants may be expected. 
Many are, indeed, already entered. 
Booking forms for this and the Tours 
to the Rally, starting in Cairns and points 
south, have already been sent out to you 
with PRAECLARUM. If you require an- 
other booking form or more inform- 
ation, please call General Travel Australia 
on 03-9676-2122 or visit the Rally web- 
site: www.gtaus.com.au/rrocaworldtour 


Martin Bennett 


Our Phantom Ii! authority Steve Stuckey (A.CT) sent this onginal coachbuilder's photograph of 3BU168, a Barker 
sedanca de ville delivered new to Lord Fairhaven in June 1937. Although his Lordship opted for basic black with black 
finished lamps, 3BU168 was subsequently repainted in black and yellow before becorning suitable transport for Auric 
Goldfinger in the James Bond movie ‘Goldfinger’. See MODELS, page 4174 


Photograph from the Barker archive, National Motor Museum, Beaulieu. 
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ERAL PRESIDENT 


‘Villa Mimosa’ for sale 


One of the advantages of being 
Federal President is that I receive a 
large number of club e-mails each 
day. Well, one arrived offering me 
Henry Royce’s property in the south of 
France. We know it as ‘Villa Mimosa’ 
at Le Canadel but this name was not 
mentioned. What a great place to live 
or holiday! Henry Royce lived there in 
the warmer weather each European 
winter from 1912 and in the south of 
England in summer. It could be said 
that this property in the south of 
France helped extend Royce’s life and 
work by over twenty years. A holiday 
home in the south of France — what a 
great idea! All we need now is a bene- 
factor to buy the property and loan it 
to Club members for their European 
holidays. 


Club HQ 


I digress — before we buy this prop- 
erty I really think we need a Club 
headquarters here in Australia. Our 
immediate past Federal President 
Fred Haughtey, now chairman of a 
planning committee, is awaiting the 
Club members’ submissions on how, 
where, and means at our disposal for 
a Club headquarters in Australia. 
Please send all ideas and submissions 
to him at his address listed under 
Queensland Branch in Chassis Plate. 
Each of the Rolls-Royce clubs in 
England and America has_ head- 
quarters and the Bentley Drivers’ Club 
in England is considering proposals 
for larger premises. 


Borneo Tour 


Whilst talking about overseas 
clubs, an overseas tour closer to home 
is the proposed R.R.E.C. Tour of 
Borneo in 2005. Our intrepid travel- 
ling Club members should consider 
joining this organised rally. Apart 
from a great tour of Malaysia and 
Brunei imagine the possibility of see- 
ing the cars owned by His Majesty the 
Sultan of Brunei, all included in the 
proposed eighteen-day program. In 
October 2001 Australian members 
Larry & Daisy Lim in their 20 h.p., 
Dieter & Eva Bonitz in their Silver 
Cloud, John Matheson & Jeanne Eve 


in their Silver Ghost, and future mem- 
bers Warwick O’Rourke & Margaret 
Sidis took part in the very successful 
eighteen day tour of Peninsular 
Malaysia. 

I have asked the R.R.E.C. to keep 
us posted on the Borneo Tour. Details 
were provided in the last issue of 
PRAECLARUM. 


Queensland Concours 


In July Michele and I visited the 
Queensland Branch for _ their 
Concours and what a day it was! The 
sun shone on the historic ‘Ormiston 
House’ venue, the birthplace of the 
sugar industry overlooking Morton 
Bay, and the arrival of well tuned and 
beautifully presented Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars of all ages was a 
sight not to be missed. A barbecue 
lunch was provided, winners chosen, 
speeches made, and winning rosettes 
presented for display on the winning 
cars, Whilst there I took the opportu- 
nity to present the first two Federal 
President's Awards. They were to Sue 
Dunstan for her ‘help in preparing 
Chassis Plate, and to John Vawser for 
“his voluntary roadside help to club 
members and concours judging”. 


New South Wales Concours 


The weather was kind in September 
for the N.S.W. Branch Concours held 
in Sydney at Fox Studios, the old 
Sydney showgrounds. The judges 
worked hard on the concours entered 
cars, and again rosettes appeared on 
the winning cars. The other Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars looked re- 
splendent around the oval, and the 
Club, dealer and trade stalls all added 
to the flavour of the day. The new 
Rolls-Royce Phantom was an added 
attraction and Club members and the 
public were free to closely inspect this 
dealer vehicle. 


Comemmorative plate 


Since April I have been working 
closely with Royal Doulton to design a 
commemorative dinner-size plate to 
celebrate the historic meeting of 
Royce, Rolls and Edmunds at the 
Midland Hotel on the 4th May, 1904. 
My idea is to have six small sepia- 
coloured cameos around the face of 


the plate containing portraits of 
Royce, Rolls and Edmunds as well as 
the original two-cylinder Royce car 
and a period photo of the Hotel. The 
last cameo would contain the dates, 
stressing the one hundred year cele- 
bration. Tom Clarke has supplied me 
with some of the artwork and a lovely 
period photo of the Hotel. I hope the 
display plate or very useable dinner 
plate will become a valuable collector's 
item in time, apart from celebrating a 
date of immense importance to all 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley enthusiasts. 
Originally I had in mind that we would 
eat our lunch off this plate at the 
lunches being arranged for the 4th 
May, 2004, but then pondered the log- 
istics of who would wash the plate be- 
fore returning home. It would still be 
special to take a nicely boxed souvenir 
home from this lunch. The plate will 
still be available to members and 
friends who are not able to attend the 
lunch. I am hoping members and 
friends will want to remember this 
historic occasion, and what better way 
than with a Royal Doulton plate? As 
time is short, the Club will need a def- 
inite commitment from intending pur- 
chasers. Please urgently return your 
expression of intent form as soon as 
possible after receiving it. 


Inter-Clubs Meeting 


I would like to thank Neil McLean 
(W.A.) for attending the annual Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley Inter-Clubs and 
Spare Parts Meetings in the U.K. in 
June for our Club. He is pleased to re- 
port that Crewe Genuine Parts is fully 
behind the clubs. Neil is reporting 
separately on these Meetings. 


Car models 


We have a number of avid model 
car collectors amongst our members. I 
now have four hundred and eighty 
nine model Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars. There is a very special 1:43 scale 
model of the new Bentley Continental 
GT available in two colours, on sale 
from the authorised Bentley dealers in 
each State capital. See also the review 
of the ‘Goldfinger’ Phantom III model, 
page 4174. 

Yours in motoring, 
Bryan Inder 
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CHARLES FREDERICK WRIGHT A.M. E.M. 2 Bar 
28.11.1912 - 25.9.2003 
Honorary Life Member 


We are very sad to announce Charles’ recent death, in 
his ninety-first year. He was a gentleman of the old school, 
always upright in demeanour and action, always kindly 
and courteous. He was much loved by us all, having been 
so much a part of the South Australian Branch from its 
very inception. He was Foundation Secretary 1958-59, and 
again in 1961-62, and President 1963-65. He and his late 
wife, Dorothy, played an active part in the South Australian 
scene through the years, their lovely Springfield home host- 
ing Club activities, particularly in the early years. Charles 
played a leading rdéle in the early Federal Rallies hosted by 
our Branch, and was an early Editor of PRAECLARUM, 
helping to shape it into the record of excellence that it has 
remained ever since. 

Charles was a prize-winning sculptor and designer, and 
turned his considerable talents to designing the Club logo, 
and the Club car badge, both being perhaps the most 
beautiful of their kind anywhere. (See Chassis Plate, page 
21 for the logo, and your car for the Club badge.) He had a 
hand in designing and producing many of the menus and 
programmes for Club events, many of which are preserved 
in the Branch Archive. 

The Federal Council awarded him Honorary Life 
Membership in 1978 for his services to our Club, both 
locally and Federally. He and Dorothy maintained firm 
friendships with interstate Members, who were often to be 
found staying with them in Springfield. 

A visit to the Wright household in the early days would 
see one conducted to Charles’ motor-house of wonders: his 
1921 Silver Ghost H.J. Mulliner Tourer, 143AG, his 1938 
Phantom III Hooper limousine, 3CM105, and Dorothy's 
1951 Silver Dawn, SFC24. The Mulliner tourer was an al- 
most untouched old Ghost that was part of South 
Australian heritage from its first ownership, and in magnif- 
icent condition, with its original sales papers and equip- 
ment. The Phantom III was sumptuously equipped and also 
of low mileage — a dream limousine. Under a cover at the 
back was the rusted chassis of 1911 Silver Ghost 1524. 
Over a period of twenty-seven years the chassis and engine 
were faithfully restored, and the new coachwork gradually 
took shape as the Opera Brougham that Charles created as 
an adaptation of the original Grosvenor Coupé de Ville. It 
had been officially named ‘The Dreamer’ for its first owner, 
Charles Angas of Collingrove, Angaston, and had a mascot 
and nameplate specially crafted for it in the Art Noiuveau 
style of the Grosvenor coachwork. Charles retained both as 
part of his recreation. The fastidious and elegant recreation 
of an Art Nouveau interior was all his own design and craft- 
ing. Charles used to say that he created it just as it would 
have been for “a Duchess and her dog”, complete with 
Mitsuke and silver tea service, the crystal set in the drinks 
cabinet, carriage clock, opera lamps and leather-strap 
windowraisers decorated with enamelled brooches. Charles’ 
three Rolls-Royces won numerous awards at Branch and 
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Charles Frederick Wright AM, EM. & Bar 
1912-2003 
Honorary Life Member, Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia 


Federal events, and ‘The Dreamer’ was a familiar and loved 
sight in our Club until its recent sale interstate. 

Charles generously donated all his motoring books and 
journals to our Branch Library, and all his Club documents 
to our Archive. These include many photographs and slides 
recording events and cars over the years. What can only be 
left to our memories are the many brilliant speeches 
Charles made, interlaced with his kindly wit and seemingly 
inexhaustible fund of humorous anecdotes. 

Charles was a Life Member of the Optometrical 
Association, of Rotary International, and of Legacy, besides 
belonging to other service bodies. His work for Legacy and 
optometry in particular spanned over fifty years, during 
which he played central réles in their affairs. His contrib- 
ution to the community was recognized in the Queen’s 
Birthday honours of 1977, when he was awarded the title of 
A.M. in the Order of Australia. He was the prime mover in 
the fight to save the beautiful ANZ bank building in King 
William Street, now named, after its architect, Edmund 
Wright House. As sculptor he won prizes, and was commis- 
sioned to provide statues, emblems and fountains for many 
civic and public venues. 

Charles will be especially missed in our Club, for which 
he was a link with the early days, and an example of gentil- 
ity and excellence to us all. 

David Forward 
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Australian entries, from left to right: | 23EM (Rex & Norah rome NSW), [5CW (David & Diana Jones, Vic.), 6TB (John & Elizabeth Milverton, NS. W), ‘564K 
(John Matheson & Jeanne Eve, N.5.W.) and 22NK (Malcolm johns, N.S.W). Missing from photo: |06AG (Con & Nayda Keogh, WA). 
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Austrian Alpine Celebration Tour 


BY DIANA JONES (VIC.) 


The 2003 Alpine Celebration Tour 
commemorated the 90th anniversary 
of the 1913 ‘Alpenfahrt’ and followed 
much of the original route through 
Austria, Italy and Slovenia. 

The 56 Silver Ghosts, from 1911 to 
1926, drivers and passengers enjoyed 
17 days of magnificent scenery, chal- 
lenging mountain passes, very warm 
hood-down weather, delicious food, 
welcome ‘pit stops’, enthusiastic and 
generous receptions by local mayors 
and tourist agencies, great camar- 
aderie, lots of fun, and lots of story- 
telling (all true, of course). This was all 
due to the excellent, dedicated and de- 
tailed organisation by Jacqui Boynton 
and Mary White of the Silver Ghost 
Association (U.S.A.) and David Dudley 
of the R.R.E.C. (U.K.), with help from 
Joe Willenpart, an Austrian living in 
the U.S. for many years (very handy as 
our interpreter). 

A delicious welcoming dinner at the 
Schlosse-Fuschl, Salzburg, and enter- 
tainment by local musicians to get us 
really in the mood for Austrian hospi- 
tality. We set off next morning with 
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great confidence, looking forward to 
the challenges ahead, with many 
gear-changes up and (mostly) down, 
as the Ghosts literally ‘rose to the oc- 
casion’ and took the famous passes 
and the many hairpin bends along the 
way — one day we counted 100 — at 
their own speed. Among the passes we 
conquered were Katschberg, Brenner, 
Stelvio — the highest pass in the Alps 
in 1913 and now the second-highest 
in Europe — Brocan, Gobbera and 
Sommo. We crossed the Italian and 
Swiss borders quite regularly. We had 
the magnificent Dolomites (second 
only to the Bungle Bungles in Western 
Australia, though much bigger and 
higher) alongside us for three days. 
Pordoi (27 hairpins up, 33 down) and 
Falzarego (17 up, 21 down) were no 
problem, we were taking them all in 
our (Ghost’s) stride. Gradients of most 
passes were between 8% and 10%, 
One pass had 15 hairpins in two miles 
and a gradient of 15%. Loibl, the most 
challenging, only 3.2 miles with gradi- 
ents from 17% to an amazing 29%, on 
13 hairpins. 

Pleasant surprises awaited us in 
various towns. At Gmund, for exam- 
ple, was the Porsche Museum which 


features a series of the cars and ex- 
perimental models designed and built 
by Ferry Porsche, who was born there. 

In Salzburg David and I had been 
fortunate to attend a Rotary Club 
meeting at which the guest speaker 
was Dr Ferdinand Piech, who has just 
retired as Chairman of Volkswagen 
and is the grandson of the famous Dr 
Porsche. What a bonus! Even though 
the talk was in German, he used a 
whiteboard and of course we under- 
stood what he was saying! 

Another pleasant surprise was the 
dinner in Warmbad hosted by Michael 
& Agelika and Agezika Elliott at their 
hotel for our group. They are R.R.E.C. 
members and had their beautiful 
Barker-bodied Phantom II at the front 
door, just waiting to be admired. 
There were trestles laden with del- 
icious Austrian fare. We could not 
refuse — again with local musical 
groups and dancing. 

To see a performance of the famous 
Lippizan horses in Lippica, Slovenia 
was a special treat, as was seeing the 
Kobanski Museum — World War I. As 
we stopped in the villages there were 
always guides organised to help us 
park, and it gave us great pleasure to 
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see the smiles of delight on the faces 
of the local people and to hear the ef- 
forts to ask in English: “What age? 
How fast? How much (worth)? And 
Australian?” I was pleased to know 
they knew a little about us “on the 
other side of the world”, and thought 
after I gave small koalas to various 
helpers, entertainers and children 
along the way that maybe they will do 
some more research on Australia. 

Though we had been thoroughly 
spoilt, the best was yet to come, at 
Gaming (back in Austria again). Here 
we stayed at a converted monastery — 
now an hotel — students mostly from 
the U.S.A. come to study here, and 
during their holidays it is open for 
tourists. 

There was a reception in the court- 
yard, more enjoyable local music, din- 
ner in the cellar (with quite a lot of 
tasting), 
along the Danube with an appropriate 
‘Strauss’ 4-piece band. We also had a 
Scheibbs, Joe 
Willenpart’s home town, and a wel- 
come by the mayor with Joe happily, 
proudly translating into English. 

The best of all was on the last night 
here — a concert in the recently re- 
stored library with beautiful hand- 
painted frescos on the ceiling and 


a boat cruise with dinner 


short drive to 


walls. A 20-piece orchestra included 
musicians from the famous Vienna 
Philharmonic played Mozart, chamber 
music and more Strauss, with mezzo- 
soprano, and dinner afterwards with 
some of the musicians. The night to 
remember! 

The cars were from the United 
States, the United Kingdom (including 
Northern Ireland), Portugal, Germany 
and Australia. The oldest driver was 
from the U.S.A., aged 82. 

We were amazed at the presenta- 
tion of the cars, which was generally 
very good and some, of course, out- 
standing. Some, however, had had 


Australians on the Tour 
and their Silver Ghosts: 


Malcolm Johns, 22NK 
John Matheson & Jeanne Eve, S64LK 
John & Liz Milverton and son Tim, 6TB 
Rex & Norah Vincent and Steve Foley, 123EM 


Con & Nayda Keogh, 106AG 
David & Diana Jones, [5CW 
Laurie & Coralie Ogle 
Barrie Gillings 
Lyell Murrell 
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Alice’ at the Palace — |5CW in Merano, italy. 


very little preparation and there was 
one that did not finish the Tour. Some 
members felt that if anything went 
wrong, Silver Ghost specialist Alan 
Glew was there as a back-up, and 
they could get their magneto, radiator. 
gearbox, etc. restored along the way! 
Some of the engines were a sight to 
see, others were not so good. 

It was amazing to us how the cars 
climbed those huge mountains in sec- 
ond and, in some cases first gear. The 
big thing was that when you got to the 
top you had to go down again. The 


oldest car, 1910, and the other 


) ausgenom 
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Veterans have a foot-brake which 
works on the transmission and a 
hand-brake which works on the rear 
wheels only. The Vintage Silver Ghosts 
too had brakes only on the rear 
wheels, and you had to be in the right 
gear at the top of the hill to come 
down. There was no way you could 
stop and put the car into a lower gear. 
So driving skills were important and 
most handled the ups and downs 
perfectly. 

A wonderful experience. To us, the 
hills were certainly alive with the 
sound of music. yf 


1 5CW at Kartause Gaming, the monastery where we stayed. 
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BRL32398, the 1990 Bentley Turbo R owned by George & Fiona Forbes (Vic.), as well as being a beautiful 
and eye-catching motor car, clearly takes very long journeys in its stride even when time is limited. 


A Testament to Turbo R 


BY GEORGE FORBES (VIC.) 


George Forbes is, of course, a former Federal 
President and a great enthusiast. He currently 
owns four of the Company's products — the 
fabulous 1912 Silver Ghost (2009) seen on the 
front cover of our June edition, a brace of 
20 Horsepowers (his favourite model) and this 
1990 Bentley Turbo R, which provides swift, 
sure and comfortable daily transport. 


Our 1990 Bentley Turbo R 
(BRL32398) was used to convey my 
wife Fiona and I to Tamworth, New 
South Wales, and return to Melbourne 
over the last weekend of June, 2003. 

We travelled to inspect a 1927 20 
Horsepower (GRJ27) which was for 
sale and for which we had been neg- 
otiating for some weeks. It was time to 
decide whether to buy, and if so, for 
what price. The only way to assess the 
car was to inspect. Hence a decision 
on the Thursday night to drive up over 
the weekend. 

After work on Friday, we left our 
Brighton residence towards the end of 
the evening peak at 6.00 p.m. and 
drove into New South Wales, where, at 
10 p.m. we decided to stay the night at 
the historic town of Jilderie. 

Next morning we left Jilderie at 


6.00 a.m. and drove to Tamworth, 
arriving at 3.00 p.m. The vendor, 
Mike Pett lives in the suburbs of 
Tamworth which confused our naviga- 
tion system, so we telephoned and 
were advised to wait at the Post Office 
and Mike would drive in and we could 
follow him back to the car. That took 
around 45 minutes. Normally we 
place an inter-state address into the 
system before we leave and drive to 
the precise address of our destination. 

On inspecting the 20 h.p. our ex- 
pectations were not fulfilled. The 
photographs and description, whilst 
not misrepresenting the car, had not 
revealed the extent of work and parts 
which would be required to bring it to 
our standard. Mike kindly led us back 
to the highway and Turbo R set sail for 
Melbourne. 

Leaving Tamworth at 4.00 p.m. we 
drove to Dubbo where at 7.00 p.m. we 
selected a motel, had a nice dinner 
and bottle of wine and planned an 
early departure aiming to be home 
mid-afternoon on Sunday. 

A departure at 5.30 a.m. saw us 
home at 2.15 p.m. Sunday. A decent 
clean and the car was ready for every- 
day work duties on Monday morning. 
After travelling 2,440 km. (1,516 
miles) in 24°/2 hours, we used 401 
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litres (88.3 gallons) of Premium 
Unleaded fuel, no oil and half a litre of 
coolant. Average speed 98.5 km/h 
(61.25 mph). Average fuel consump- 
tion 16.4] litres/100 km. or 17 mpg. 

Conditions were generally fine and 
mild although mornings were cool and 
damp and evenings cold and damp. 
Speed limits ranged from 40, 50, 60 
and 80 km/h in towns to 90, 100 and 
110 on the highways and freeways. 

A major service had been conclud- 
ed a couple of days earlier by Simon 
Elliott at The Derby Works which in- 
cluded new spark plugs, front suspen- 
sion bushes, all fluids, filters, etc. It 
ran like clockwork. 

The electronics of the ride control 
system had recently received a service 
from the agents, Lance Dixon Bentley. 
A front strut wiring loom and the elec- 
tronic control module were replaced, 
the module being a later and improved 
type. 

We experienced no aches or pains 
after long stretches of up to five or so 
hours without a break. Our enhanced 
Alpine audio-visual system provided 
entertainment especially DVD con- 
certs on long straight stretches, with- 
out pictures. 

The legendary torque and power 
output of the 6.75 litre turbocharged 
V-8 engine allowed easy overtaking, 
especially of long B-double trucks on 
hills. 

The efficient but non-intrusive 
heating, cooling and ventilation sys- 
tem operated mostly on ‘automatic’ 
through the four chrome ‘eye-ball’ 
outlets on the fascia and the lower 
outlets. Occasionally, the ECON mode 
was used with ambient air used to 
freshen up the cabin. Fiona appreci- 
ated the heated seats on the cold 
mornings. 

The electronic automatic ride con- 
trol system of this 1990 model car 
provides a significant improvement in 
ride and handling over previous mod- 
els. With automatic speed control uti- 
lized, almost all curves and road 
conditions could be accommodated by 
the suspension system without having 
to cancel speed control. 

It is difficult to imagine a smoother, 
more capable motor car with such 
reserves of torque, power and hand- 
ling. Never boring, always entertain- 
ing, the post-1990 Bentley Turbo 
represents a modern classic. \~ wl 
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This view of the Rolle pass has a unique place in the stories of the Alpine Trials. It appeared, with Radley in his car, in the early accounts, and was re-photographed 
as the cover of The Flying Lady, 1993, (p.4695), modified for the Motorola Alpine 93 programme cover and reprinted on the cover of the Alpine 2003 route 
instructions. | did not realise all this when | took this photograph. | discovered later that the specks in the sky on the right of the picture, which | thought were dust, 
are in fact, Alpine Eagles. The word for this is ‘serendipitous’. 


The Katschberg? No problem. 
The Loibl? A different story! 


Some thoughts on the June 2003 Austrian Alpine Celebration Tour 


BY BARRIE GILLINGS (NS.W,) 


Earlier Trials 

Readers with an interest in the his- 
tory of the Austrian Alpine Trials 
should read Alpine Trials 1912-1914 
as compiled by Andy Butcher (20- 
Ghost Club Record No. 6, April 2003) 
and | acknowledge with thanks his 
Autocar research. Read also Rolls- 
Royce: The Magic of a Name, Nockolds, 
Foulis, London, pp.83-89, 92 & 138; 
Rolls-Royce: The Magic of a Name (sic) 
Pugh, pp.48-50 & 89; The Rolls-Royce 
Motor Car, Bird and Hallows, Batsford, 
London 1964, pp.103-6, and The 
Edwardian Rolls-Royce, Fasal and 
Goodman, pp.582, 586, 595, 596, 
597. 

The 1911 ‘Osterreichische Alpen- 
fahrt’ (translation: Austrian moun- 
tain/hilly tract, mountain pasturages, 
ride/drive/journey voyage/trip) was a 
small car trial. But in 1912 the 
Austrian Automobile Club organised a 


much grander 1,500 mile (2.400 km.) 
trip, in nine stages, over ten alpine 
passes. Each of the 95 cars entered 
had to have three passengers, an ob- 
server and all their luggage. Bonnets 
and radiators were sealed to detect 
any unauthorised replenishments, 
adjustments or repairs. The event was 
scored like a modern car trial, with 
points deducted for involuntary stops, 
adding water, slow starting and such- 
like. More points were deducted by 
special observers watching for any 
stopping or rolling back while climb- 
ing passes. Worst of all, if they detect- 
ed passengers dismounting from the 
car on hills, or bystanders providing 
assistance, the penalty was dis- 
qualification. 

The entrants were nearly all 
European and were a glittering array, 
which included three princes, a 
princess, two archdukes, numerous 
counts and barons, plus a youthful 
Ferdinand Porsche (driving an Austro 


Daimler). There were only two non- 
European entrants, one from the Ford 
Motor Company, and the other, an 
“Englander”, James Radley, who drove 
Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost 1930E. 


James Radley 

James Radley was an interesting 
character. His company, Portholme, 
built bodies for motor cars. He was an 
early pilot and the first person to 
reach Charles Rolls after the latter’s 
fatal aeroplane crash at Bourne- 
mouth. He had outstanding endur- 
ance, as recorded in The Magic of a 
Name (p.85): “On the way to the 1913 
Alpine rally and accompanied by R-R 
tester Ward, he drove from Paris to 
Turin, 500 miles, in one stage, an 
astonishing feat in those days of poor 
roads”. A day or two before the start of 
the 1913 Alpine, to win a bet, he drove 
from Vienna to Klagenfurt, 400 miles, 
between sunrise and sunset. He took 
three people, stopped for lunch and 
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James Radley behind the wheel of AX-201, the Rolls-Royce Company Silver Ghost 6055! (still owned by 
Bentley Motors at Crewe today), outside the Cat & Fiddle Inn at the 1957 Silver Jubilee of the Silver Ghost, 
organised by the 20-Ghost Club. The Company chauffer is in the passenger seat. 20-Ghost Club President 
Adrian Belsey is in the back seat. Radley is smoking a hand-rolled cigarette. The weather was typical for 


Derbyshire in September — freezing! 


again for an hour to spell a sick pass- 
enger but was back in 13 hours to win 
the bet. 

But we are getting ahead of the 
story. In 1912 Radley, driving Silver 
Ghost 1930E, stormed up the Lueg 
and the Tauern passes but then, on 
the steepest part of the next pass, the 
Katschberg, his car ‘failed to proceed’. 
The car was a standard ‘London to 
Edinburgh’ chassis, with a rear axle 
ratio of 18 pinion teeth and 52 crown 
wheel teeth (final drive ratio 2.89:1). 


According to an article in the Silver 
Ghost Tourer (p.432), 1930E would 
“not have stalled on the Katschberg” if 
it had been fitted with the more com- 
mon 16/52 gearing (final drive ratio 
3.25:1). Others report that the car was 
stopped by the one-in-four (25%) 
gradient, but did not stall, as Radley 
kept the engine running. I can't 
understand how Radley managed to 
do this and suspect that he stalled, 
but restarted by surreptitiously rolling 
back in reverse gear. In any event, two 


Left to right: Mary White and Jacqui Boynton issuing a rally pack to Liz & John Milverton (Silver Ghost 6TB) 
at the start of the rally, Hotel Jagdhoh, Fushi (near Salzburg). 
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passengers had to dismount before he 
was able to proceed. This meant dis- 
qualification and a huge embarrass- 
ment for the Rolls-Royce Company. 

But, realising that the Alpine Trials 
were a wonderful PR opportunity, and 
believing that Radley could have won 
the 1912 event, the Company entered 
a team of three cars, 2212, 2224 and 
2260 in the 1913 Alpenfahrt. Radley 
was again a private entrant, with 
2260E. The Austrians raised the de- 
gree of difficulty of the Trial by in- 
creasing the number of passes from 
ten to seventeen and the severity of 
the penalties for errors and faults. 
They did this in an effort to reduce the 
number of cars incurring no penalty 
points. 


Henry's modifications 

Radley’s 1912 car was fitted with a 
three-speed gearbox, a transmission 
brake and small diameter rear brake 
drums. For the 1913 event, the 
Company left nothing to chance and 
introduced a four-speed gearbox, a 
larger carburetter, aluminium alloy 
pistons, greater ground clearance, 
larger capacity fuel tank, larger radi- 
ator (plus a mounting isolating it from 
chassis movements), added louvres to 
the bonnet and fitted the now-famous 
extended radiator filler pipe. This vari- 
ant, which developed 70-75 bhp com- 
pared with the standard Ghost’s 60 
bhp, was called the ‘Continental’ (and 
sometimes the ‘Colonial’). All four cars 
were fitted with tapered bonnets and 
rakish, open four-seater bodies. To 
confirm that they would not stall on 
steep hills, the cars were driven 
successfully up a one-in-three (33%) 
gradient leading out of Wiksworth 
Market Place, probably somewhere in 
the English Midlands. But coming 
down steep hills required the same 
caution as in 1912, because the cars 
still had the transmission brake and 
small rear brake drums. 

There were also fittings that al- 
lowed the priming of the engine for 
starting without the need to raise the 
bonnet, which would have broken the 
seals. These fittings were hurriedly de- 
vised by Royce, and installed by 
George Clegg, who had to improvise 
because he had no working drawings. 
This last minute add-on priming sys- 
tem worked well, but Radley’s car, 
which was not so fitted, lost marks for 
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Our first steep ascent, the 700 metre hillclimb at Gaisberg. Less than half the cars are in the picture, a real frustration for photographers. Notice the water on the 
road, partly from overfilled radiators, partly from vaporisation of hot liquid. 


a late start one cold morning during 
the Trial. 

These cars are shown before and 
during the Trial in The Edwardian 
Rolls-Royce (ibid) pp.582, 586, 595, 
596 and 597. See also PRAECLARUM 
6-01, pp.3818-3820. 


A big performance but only one prize 

In the 1913 Alpenfahrt, the Rolls- 
Royces, all four of them, driven by 
Friese, Hives, Sinclair and Radley, 
simply demolished the opposition. 
They nearly always led the field and 
were the first to complete each stage. 
Radley sometimes arrived at the finish 
ahead of the officials. So they won lots 
of prizes? No, they did not! In a freak 
accident, one of the Company’s cars, 
Sinclair’s 2212, was rear-ended by a 
non-competing Minerva and pushed 
into a telegraph pole (which was 
moved two feet). 2212’s chassis was 
left with a buckled wheel, a burst tyre, 
a damaged gear quadrant and only 
third gear. Sinclair managed to keep 
the engine running and reached the 
finish line, but despite his enterprise 
and persistence, the team prize was 
now beyond the reach of the Rolls- 
Royce team. 

After all the official analyses, nine 
cars were without loss of points, in- 
cluding the three Audi cars, and they 
won the team prize. Because there 
were so many ‘no loss’ cars, the more 
valuable prizes were awarded by 
drawing lots. Friese, in 2206. got the 
prize presented by Archduke Leopold 
Salvator, two silver ewers, one of 
which is presently in the hands of the 
20-Ghost Club and they use it as their 
‘Alpine Trophy’. I believe that the 
other is at the Hunt House. 


Continental/Colonial/Alpine Eagle 

In their improved form, the cars 
were so successful that motoring 
journalists resorted to hyperbole: “ 
greyhound in its stride ... inspiring ... 
the living embodiment of grace and 
power”, Later models based on this 
alpine-inspired design became known 
as Alpine Eagles, a title bestowed on 
them by an enthusiastic journalist, 
who thought they soared up the hills 
like the local bird of prey. The natives 
call this bird ‘alpenadler’ (alpine eagle) 
which is fortunate. Its correct name is 
Gypaetus barbatus or Lammergeyer, 
with the common name ‘bearded vul- 
ture’, but who would buy a car called 
a Bearded Vulture? 


a 


The 1914 Alpenfarht 

In 1914, another Alpine Trial was 
held but the Rolls-Royce Company de- 
cided to rest on its laurels and did not 
enter. But Radley did, in 18PB, with a 
body made to his own design by his 
own company, Portholme. He wanted 
lightness, so he used canvas rather 
than metal valances to deflect mud 
and stones, there were no rear seats 
and the rear passengers sat on cush- 
ions placed on the spare wheels, 
which may not have even been car- 
ried. Readers can see what the car 
looked like on page 745 of The 
Edwardian Rolls-Royce {ibid) or in 
PRAECLARUM 6-01, p.3820. They 
can thereby assure themselves that, 
in his pursuit for lightness, Radley not 
only eschewed a decent windscreen, 
rear seats and heavy running boards 
and mudguards, he also removed, 
probably for lightness and road clear- 
ance, the king posts and associated tie 
rods, which Ghost owners know con- 


tribute significantly to the stiffness of 
a Silver Ghost chassis. I can assure 
readers that this was definitely the 
case, as I have met the current owner 
of 18PB, examined this chassis and 
can confirm that it does not, even 
now, have these items. Thus the 
chassis probably flexed and adapted 
itself to the road surface on the hair- 
pins. Early Ghosts, which are also 
without these stiffeners, are as rigid 
as a wet noodle! But 18PB did have 
large rear brake drums, which must 
have been a real blessing to a madcap 
driver like Radley when he was 
hurtling downhill. 


All-round winner but no cigar 
Radley’s performance on this 1914 
Alpine was nothing short of incredible. 
He was first in on every day except the 
one where he arrived at a fork before 
the officials, took the wrong turn and 
lost 90 km. Nevertheless he still man- 
aged to come in third! There were 16 
other cars besides his that were fault- 
free at the finish. But his car’s 
performance made it abundantly clear 
to all that his Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost 
had outstanding speed and reliability. 
His Katschberg ascent was, at 7 min- 
utes 12 seconds, almost two minutes 
faster than the next car, and his aver- 
age speed of 68.9 mph over the 5 km. 
test track was 7 mph faster than his 
nearest rival. However, I could find no 
mention, anywhere, of any prize or 
trophy he may have won and his 
superior 
acknowleged in the official results. It 
should have been. Everyone knew that 
he and his Rolls-Royce were unbeat- 
able. The 1913 and 1914 Austrian 
Alpine Trials made the reputation of 


performance was not 


Katschberg. 


the Company and, apart from an 
occasional later trial, they never par- 
ticipated in competition again, or in- 
deed needed to. 

A few days after the Trial, Archduke 
Ferdinand was assassinated at 
Sarajevo, World War I started and nor- 
mal life in Europe went on hold for 
four years. Silver Ghost scout cars, 
ambulances and armoured cars made 


a significant contribution to the even- 
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The ski-tift over the crest of the Katschberg. The red bar on the road sign means that you are leaving 


tual Allied victory, but that is another 
story. 


Radley rides again 

I attended the U.K. 1957 Silver 
Jubilee of the Silver Ghost, organised 
by the 20-Ghost Club, and met James 
Radley. He was then as old as I am 
now and I can say from personal ex- 
perience that he was in very good 
shape. He did not drive in the 


The sign says that you should engage first gear (and even shows you how!). This is excellent advice. But 


your brake linings will get hot anyway. 
: © lies Saag 
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gymkhana with the same verve as he 
did more than 40 years earlier and 
was beaten by younger drivers, but 
this was to be expected. We all slow 
down with time. He drove his 1913 
car, 2260E, then owned by 20-Ghost 
Club secretary Fred Watson. a partici- 
pant at this Jubilee rally. I still regret 
not asking Radley to pose next to 
2260E for a picture. I regret even more 
that I was not present with a fistful of 
banknotes when the car’s previous 
owner, Jeremy Bacon, sold 2260E to 
Fred Watson. The agreed price was 
£50. and I told Jeremy that I would 
have paid more, and with the wisdom 
of hindsight, probably a lot more. 


Alpine Anniversaries 

So let us now review the commem- 
orations of the 1913 Alpine Trial. The 
Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts Club organ- 
ised a 60th anniversary of ‘the Great 
Alpine Rally’ 1913-1973 and this is 
recorded in The Flying Lady as a spe- 
cial publication. You can read about it 
in FL No. 73-5, September 1973, and 
I recommend it to you. The then 
Editor, Adrian West, did a great job 
and published both black & white and 
colour pictures, from page 1587 to 
page 1600. The R.R.E.C. covered the 
same event in their Bulletin 80, pages 
20 and 21, and Bulletin 81, pages 16- 
18. 

Then there was the 80th anniver- 
sary, the Motorola Alpine ’93. This 
was described in The Flying Lady 
September-October 1993 (pages 
4619-4733), R.R.E.C. Bulletin 200. 
pages 52-73 and the Silver Ghost 
Tourer (pages 288-292). It was clear 
that the participants had a great time 
because several of them decided to re- 
peat the experience in the 2003 rally. 
These stalwarts were Graham Adams, 
Lynn Boynton, Richard Hensby, John 
Marsh, Peter Phillips, Terry Spilsbury 
and Andrew Wood, though not all in 
the same cars they drove in 1993. 


2003 

For the 2003 90th anniversary 
there was a choice of events. John 
Kennedy, who was one of the organ- 
isers of the 1993 rally, made it his 
special interest to re-create the 1913 
event with cars appropriate to the 
time and occasion, including not only 
Rolls-Royces, but other cars of makes 
which took part in 1913. This meant 
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that many willing Rolls-Royce partici- 
pants would have perforce to be ex- 
cluded from his rally. Their cars would 
not have qualified as original partici- 
pants because they were older or 
younger than 1913 or had the wrong 
type of body. In addition, there could 
have been problems finding sufficient 
accommodation. 

The Kennedy rally proceeded as 
planned, but such was the Ghost 
owner response to the concept that 
the Silver Ghost Association and the 
Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club decided 
to organise a separate rally that com- 
memorated rather than recreated the 
original event. All Silver Ghost owners 
were eligible to participate in this rally 
and fifty-six owners did so. They came 
from Germany, Switzerland, Portugal, 
the United Kingdom, the U.S.A., 
Australia and Hong Kong. Their cars 
ranged in age from 1910 to 1926. 

The organising committee, Jacquie 
Boynton (R.R.O.C. Inc. and S.G.A,), 
David Dudley (R.R.E.C. and S.G.A.) 
and Mary White (R.R.O.C. Inc. and 
S.G.A.) went to great lengths to ensure 
that finances, bookings, maps and in- 
structions were properly organised, 
surveyed the route and checked up on 
the accommodation. Joe Willenpart 
(R.R.O.C. Inc. and S.G.A.), a U.S. res- 
ident but born in Austria, drove the 
route twice, made local contacts, com- 
pleted many arrangements and inter- 
preted for and assisted numerous 
participants. 

There was no baggage car, so every- 
one was advised to pack lightly, espe- 
cially since hand-carriage of bags at 
some venues was required. The 
weather was deemed to be unpre- 
dictable. The Boyntons, Dudleys and 
Whites had some rain on almost every 
day of their surveys and warned that 
cold weather could be expected up 
high, and warm weather down low. 
They recommended taking clothes 
that could be worn in layers. Laundry 
and ironing facilities were very limit- 
ed, so they decreed that ‘the wrinkled 
look is in’. Although there were no oc- 
casions which required formal dress, 
smart casual attire rather than over- 
alls was suggested for the occasional 
fancy evening functions. 

Two expert Silver Ghost mechanics, 
Alan Glew and Andy Wood, were on 
the Tour. Alan was the official mech- 
anic and spare parts organiser, Andy a 
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View from the bottom of the Stelvio pass, It may not look too bad but you see only half of the road from 


here, The sign at the turn ahead reads 47, which means that there are 47 hairpins to be negotiated be- 


fore you reach the top. 


co-driver. Their services were called 
upon, but not to excess. Only one of 
the 56 Ghosts ‘failed to proceed’ over 
the 2,500 kilometres of the rally. (To 
answer your question, the fault was 
diagnosed as an unacceptably low oil 
pressure of unknown origin). This is 
an astonishing performance for cars 
that are 70-93 years old, travelling 
over hard country. But do not think 
that all the cars were trouble-free. 
There were many minor problems, ex- 
haust leaks and magneto failures 
being the most frequent. Engine per- 
formance at high altitude was not a 
problem, thanks to the Ghost’s steer- 
ing column spark and mixture con- 


trols. Happily, there were no serious 
accidents during the rally. 


They came from near and far 

None of the participants were 
Austrian residents. Thus all cars and 
people had to come ‘from abroad’. This 
presented no problems for the folks 
from Germany, Switzerland and 
Portugal. All they had to do was drive 
across a border or four. For the others 
there was what the military calls ‘the 
air-sea gap’. In the case of the U.K., 
this was just ‘a little gap’. For the U.S. 
cars the gap was considerably larger, 
but for the Australian and Hong Kong 
cars, it was a very large gap indeed; in 


The view from the top down the Stelvio shows that part of the road not visible in the previous picture, The 
scale of the mountains makes distances deceptive. The road past the hotel near the middle of the picture 
has a queue of cars on it, and there are a number of cars and motorcycles up higher. 


There was more snow on the other side of the Stelvio, and the descent was colder, but the hairpins were 
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more gentle. We entered, then left Switzerland. The scenery was, as usual, stunning. 


fact, half a world away. 


Getting there is half the fun? Maybe! 
For 51 of the participants in this 
Alpine rally, their cars had to go ‘over- 
seas’. How do you do this? If you are 
in a great hurry, or money is no ob- 
ject, you can fly your car to the start 
and home from the finish. Very few 
people do, but it has been done (in 
1993). Most participants use ships 
and shipping containers. From the 
U.K. the ‘little sea gap’ provides sever- 
al choices: driving or railroading the 
car through the Channel Tunnel, 
using a drive-on, drive-off car ferry or 
hiring a car transporter and leaving 
everything to them. Some drivers want 
to see the countryside and enjoy driv- 
ing in foreign parts, so they drive the 
whole way. One rally participant and 
his Ghost have now visited well over 
100 countries! But others do not like 
driving their two-wheel brake cars in 
modern traffic, especially on express- 
ways and autobahns. For them the 
transporter is an attractive option or 
they take a leisurely trip along sec- 
ondary roads. But it should be re- 
membered that driving the whole way 
may not save money. You have the 
cost of fuel, food and accommodation 
for several days. Flying yourself the 
whole way and shipping your car may 
be less expensive and less stressful. 
For folks from the U.S.A., Australia 
and Hong Kong, there is really no 
choice. You put your car in a shipping 
container and the trip will take some 


time. You should use a reliable ship- 
per or you may find that the rally is 
half over before your ship comes in. 
On the 1996 Wholly Ghost Tour of 
Outback Australia, a number of U.S. 
cars were still on a ship in Singapore 
Harbour some weeks after the tour 
was over. They returned home without 
their containers being opened. You 
also have to decide whether you will 
ship to a port, then transport all the 
way to the start or drive some or all of 
the way. But whatever you choose, 
you will need a competent agent. Take 
the advice given and pay the bills. 
There are many choices you can make 
and the costs will vary considerably 
but, as a rough guide, it will probably 
cost you about as much to ship your 
car from A to B as it would cost to fly 
you, First Class, from A to B. 

You don’t have to worry too much 
about damage to your car while it is in 
a container. Shippers do an excellent 
job of tying the car down to the con- 
tainer floor so that it does not move 
about in transit. Containers are 
sealed reasonably well against mois- 
ture so, unless your car is in the con- 
tainer for a very long time, such as 
happened in Singapore (see above), 
mould or rust is not a problem. If you 
think it might be, distribute a few 
sacks of silica gel dehydrating agent 
around the car and container. 


Don't forget the paperwork 
There are two matters that are of 
considerable importance. You should 
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be able to prove to any officious 
bureaucrat, Customs inspector or 
border authority that you are the legal 
owner of your vehicle. You should also 
make sure that you have the correct 
documentation for driving your car 
into and out of the countries you want 
to visit. Some officials may want an 
undertaking that you will not sell your 
car or may require you to lodge a bond 
of some sort (around 5-10% of the 
car's value) which you can recover 
when you and your car leave their ju- 
risdiction. You will certainly want to 
insure your car against damage and 
you will also have to show that you 
have insurance that covers any dam- 
age you or your car may cause to per- 
sons or property. This is best arranged 
in advance to avoid frustrating delays 
‘for the paperwork’. Check up also on 
any reciprocal benefits you may qual- 
ify for if you belong to a motoring 
association {e.g., A.A., R.A.C.). 


Don’t become an illegal 

You will almost certainly have 
comprehensive insurance for the car 
itself. But there are two things you 
may not have thought of. In some 
countries, there is a limit to how long 
you and/or your car may stay as a vis- 
itor. Overstay your welcome and you 
could be deported and your car be im- 
pounded or confiscated. Recovering it 
can be a nightmare. You should also 
make sure you have a valuation for 
your car from an official valuer in case 
of arguments. A friend of mine had 
anxious moments proving ownership 
and obtaining, at short notice, an offi- 
cial valuation before he could recover 
his car from Customs when they de- 
cided that his paperwork was not in 
order. Use a reliable agent and do 
what he/she says. 

Because I am a worrier and can al- 
ways see the worst case scenario, I 
have not taken any of my cars on over- 
seas rallies. My somewhat pessimistic 
analysis above is not from personal 
experience but is my interpretation of 
what I have been told by a number of 
friends who have shipped cars over- 
seas, some of them several times. 


Sharing cars and expenses 

Some of my fellow enthusiasts and 
I have concluded that it is better to 
leave our cars behind and take our- 
selves overseas and ride or relief-drive 
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with overseas friends. We then return 
this hospitality by offering them a 
contra ride or relief-drive when they 
visit us. If both parties have several 
cars, the contra might extend to pro- 
viding the visitors with a car to drive, 
assuming that there is mutual confi- 
dence in each other’s driving abilities. 

Think about this: The old car move- 
ment is really a lifestyle, and the peo- 
ple are more important than the cars: 
While it is our cars that bring us to- 
gether. it is the friendships we make 
that keep us together. 

The money we save by shipping 
ourselves rather than cars might then 
be spent on sharing expenses, provid- 
ing extra hospitality, or perhaps buy- 
ing presents, like car parts for 
example. This is why Lyel Murrell and 
I left our Silver Ghosts at home and 
co-drove on the Alpine 2003 with 
Walter Wilson in his 1913 London- 
Edinburgh Silver Ghost 2371. It was 
an ideal arrangement. We are all 
about the same age. With three 
aboard, we had enough room (just) for 
our luggage and had, at all times, a 
driver, a navigator and an observer. 
We shared all those tasks and, more 
importantly, two of us could admire 
the stunning views while the current 
driver concentrated on the road. And 
we enjoyed each other’s company and 
did most things together. 


The 2003 Alpine Celebration Tour 

The rally started at the luxury hotel 
Jagdhof in Fushl, near Salzburg. The 
food and accommodation were exem- 
plary and the surrounds stunning. I 
actually heard a cuckoo! There was 
some underground parking and this 
was used to good effect when on the 
first night a severe storm seemed im- 
minent. It passed with much wind but 
little rain. As a shakedown event, the 
first trip was to Hallstat. There we 
took a ferry ride on Halstatter See (a 
lake) to the lunch stop. Some folk took 
the cable car trip up the mountain to 
Europe’s oldest salt mine. The views 
from above were stunning. Then it 
was back to Jagdhof. 

The following day we drove up a 
very steep hill (Geisberg, translation: 
Geyser Mountain) and viewed Salz- 
burg from above. Again the views were 
stunning. There were so many Rolls- 
Royces parked there it was impossible 
to get a good, general view of them. 
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Heavy overnight rain caused a landslip at the foot of the Pordoi, and a rare occasion where there was a 
queue of Ghosts. Here, Walter Wilson’s 237! is at the front. Right behind is 1958, being relief-driven by 
Andy Wood, (left), talking to Lyel Murrell, a co-driver for 2371, These two cars, both London to Edinburgh 
body styles, are similar to Radley's 1912 Alpine Tnal car. 


This was the case almost every day. 
After eating and drinking the local 
tasty comestibles, we descended to 
Salzburg, a picturesque city and the 
birthplace of Mozart. You can’t miss 
seeing where he was born, because 
there is a great big sign that identifies 
the very floor and room! Curiously. 
none of the local radio stations broad- 
cast any Mozart music while we were 
there. I guess the locals are thorough- 
ly sick of it after two centuries. 
Salzburg (translation salt-fortified 
place/town/castle/citadel/stronghold) 
has a fine fort atop a hill. They need- 
ed it, because lots of nasty invaders 
wanted to take over the salt mine con- 
cession, salt being then a very valu- 
able commodity. This is demonstrated 
by the Latin word salarium, which 
means wages or salary. So valuable 
was it that Roman soldiers were some- 
times paid in salt. 

Later that day we prepared for the 
rally proper and the various alpine 
passes. We all visited the local ser- 
vice/gas stations, expecting that 
petrol (U.K. and Australia). gas (U.S.). 
benzin (Austria), petrolio (Italy) would 
be expensive, and we weren't wrong. It 
was around 1.40 Euros per litre. This 
works out at roughly SUS5.70 per 


U.S. gallon. But the real worry was the 
cost of oil. We bought 5 litres of oil for 
2371's extra oil tank, and it cost 57 
Euros. This is about SUS66 per U.S. 
gallon. Now that is expensive! We had 
to hope that the car did not use much 
oil and were contemplating soaking 
up the oil drips and squeezing them 
back into the oil tank. I'm joking, but 
the oil price came to most of us as a 
nasty surprise. 


The Katschberg 

The next stage of the rally was to 
Lienz and to get there we had to climb, 
and descend, three passes, the Lueg, 
the Tauern and the dreaded 
Katschberg, the one that stopped 
Radley in his tracks in 1912. Well, it 
didn’t stop us. We stormed up, mostly 
in second gear, with occasional resort 
to first. Once over the top, we saw the 
sign that made it abundantly clear 
that we should descend in a low gear, 
which we did. It was not the problem 
we thought it was going to be. In 
1912, the grade of 25%, but since 
then has been reduced by highway 
engineering to a mere 15%. 


To be concluded next issue 
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The ‘showpiece’ of the Sir Henry 
Royce Foundation Australia collection 
is the ex-Vice Regal Phantom V, 
chassis number 5VF159, that has 
been donated to the Foundation by Dr 
John Matheson of Sydney and his wife 
Jeanne Eve. 

This exciting acquisition, which 
was made under the _ Federal 
Government Commonwealth Cultural 
Gifts Program, has chauffeured many 
important dignitaries in Australia in- 
cluding HM Queen Elizabeth II, HRH 
The Duke of Edinburgh and HRH The 
Prince of Wales. 

On display at the Archive, the 
headquarters of the Foundation in 
Melbourne, this magnificent vehicle is 
also featured on the Cultural Gifts 
Program website at: 


www.dcita.gov.au/cgp/anniversary.html 


The Sir Henry Royce Foundation, Australia. Trustees: David Jones AM OBE, James Kelso, Malcolm Johns L.B, David Vann 
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Centennial World Tour and Praeclarum Rally, 2004 


There are currently 47 cars participating in the 
Centennial World Tour in Australia. Of these, 30 cars are 
from overseas including eight Silver Ghosts. There is a 
similar number of members currently finalising their 
travel arrangements with General Travel Australia and 
their freight arrangements with Bechtrans to access the 
‘special event’ status and avoid having to post a bond 
with Australian Customs. Participants in the CWT will be 
fully supported by escort staff from General Travel 
Australia, a baggage truck and a highly regarded Rolls- 
Royce mechanic as well as receiving a memento 
Centennial World Tour rally pack including comprehen- 
sive Rally notes, maps. samples and gifts from the organ- 
isers. 

We are currently finalising arrangements to allow local 
members to participate in the events in Surfers Paradise, 
Sydney, Canberra and in Melbourne on the Wednesday 
and Thursday before the Praeclarum Rally. If you book 
for module 3, you will be able to add on the Sydney 
events including a dinner at Darling Harbour on 
Thursday night, a harbour cruise and dinner on Friday 
night and lunch at the Bradman Museum in Bowral on 
Saturday March 6th, 2004. If you book for the 
Praeclarum Rally, you will be able to add on the 
Melbourne events including dinner with the Penguins or 
at a winery or on a tram on Wednesday night. On 
Thursday we will visit the Sir Henry Royce Foundation 
and several private car collections before dinner hosted 
by local members in their homes. 


The Praeclarum Rally 
In addition to the cars arriving on the CWT there are 


currently another 22 cars participating in the Praeclarum 
Rally including one more overseas Silver Ghost. All over- 
seas participants will be extended temporary member- 
ship of the Victoria Branch so that participation in the 
Concours d'Elegance is open to all participants in the 
Praeclarum Rally. Participants not arriving on the CWT 
are encouraged to plan to arrive in Melbourne on 
Wednesday March 10th and add on the events described 
above. Attendees can register at the Rolls-Royce club 
lounge at Crown Palladium and receive their memento 
Praeclarum Rally pack including their program, sponsor 
samples and gifts from the organisers. 

The Praeclarum Rally will commence on Friday with 
each Register holding a separate events throughout the 
day. Our welcome reception will be a black tie and jewel- 
lery evening at the Melbourne Club. On Saturday 
participants can choose between lunch, or dinner and the 
sound and light show at Sovereign Hill, first preference 
will be given to those who booked earliest. On Sunday 
you can bring a guest to lunch at the Concours 
d'Elegance at Flemington Racecourse for only $50. Your 
black tie and jewellery will again be appropriate at the 
Presentation Dinner. 

Local members can book for the Praeclarum Rally 
without accommodation and pay only $497.50 per 
person. However access to the secured carpark, the 
Rolls-Royce club lounge and the bus transfers will be re- 
served to participants staying at Crown Promenade 
where we will enjoy the Presentation Dinner and Farewell 
Breakfast in the Palladium Room. 

Eric Henderson, 
President, Victoria Branch 


Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn & Bentley Mk VI/R-type 


R.R.E.C. Register Workshop, June 7-8th 

Following the Sundowner Overlander 
to the Federal Rally in York we spent 
seven weeks overseas, where almost one 
week of ten days in England was devoted 
to gathering useful information relevant 
to Register models, through discussions, 
visits and attending the Rolls-Royce 
Enthusiasts’ Club Register Workshop. 

This exercise was worthwhile for me, 
and enjoyable, | think, for Shirley. She is 
never at a loss amongst new faces and in 
new places, and was also allowed to carry 
out research in the Club's wonderful 
archive on the subject of colour. 

The R.R.E.C. Register Workshop, 
specifically designed for the same early 
post-war cars of our Register, viz: Silver 


Wraith, Silver Dawn, Bentley Mk VI, R- 
type (including R-type Continental), was 
held at Paulespury in the Club's ‘estab- 
lishment’, the Hunt House. 

The twenty-eight members who at- 
tended were divided into two groups and 
rotated around three classroom/work- 
shops available for the specific Workshop 
sessions, viz: service schedule, carbur- 
etter and fuel systems, suspension and 
shock dampers, braking systems, engine 
overhaul, clutch overhaul and trans- 
mission, cooling, coachwork and car in- 
spection. 

To assist in this comprehensive list of 
subjects, the experienced presenters, 
Steve Lovatt, Eric Healey and David 
Haines, had available a complete Bentley 


Mk VI chassis without body, a separate 
front suspension assembly, an SU carbur- 
etter/manifold assembly, an assortment of 
coachwork parts, the disassembled com- 
ponents of the differential, servo unit, 
clutch and thrust bearing, gearbox, etc. 
The Club also has a hoist for vehicle in- 
spections. 

Obviously to cover such a range of 
subjects in two days is a challenge for any 
presenter, even with the assistance of the 
worthwhile aids mentioned above. | feel 
Club Secretary Peter Baines succinctly 
summarised the Workshop as, “generally 
skimming but hopefully enough to have a 


” 


go”. 
Was it worth it? Naturally such a sem- 
inar should cater for the wide range of 
knowledge and experience of members 
likely to attend. | believe this was done. 
The attentive new owners could make 
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. from the REGISTERS (continued) 


R.R.O.C. member & vehicle numbers, by State, derived from Chassis Plate 
Numbers of owners (own this number of cars) 


Category ACT. N.S.W. Qld. SA. Vic. WA. ’ NT. Total 
Total in Register 11 (12) 60 (81) 20 (22) 18 (26) 43 (56) 16 (17) 1 (1) 172 (219) 
Overseas 2 (3) 5 (8) 0 (0) 0 (0) 1 (1) 0 (0) 0 (0) 8 (12) 

Australia 9 (9) 55 (73) 20 (22) 18 (26) 42 (55) 16 (17) 1 (1) 164 (207) 
% of Totals 5 (4) 34 (35) 12 (11) 11 (13) 26 (27) 10 (8) <I 100 (100) 


a big leap forward in the understanding of 
their car. The more experienced owners 
could reinforce, and also add to their 
knowledge, through the material present- 
ed in the sessions, and also through an 
opportunity for questions and discus- 
sions, with the presenters and and with 
other experienced members present, 
such as the Register's long time Technical 
Adviser, Bobby King. 

What we learnt was reinforced by the 
presenters recounting the unfortunate 
experiences of some members, such as a 
gearbox becoming dry, (not uncommon) 
locking, and destroying not only itself, but 
also a rear axle shaft. 

Many members drive to the R.R.E.C. 
Workshops and commented that it was 
not uncommon after such seminars to 
wonder whether one would make it 
home without a failure, having now learnt 
what can happen through lack of 
maintenance. 

The Workshop and opportunity for 
discussion confirmed once again the 
knowledge available that is peculiar to 
our models. The big challenge for any 
Register is to collect, collate and make 


such knowledge accessible for all inter- 
ested members. 

| took the opportunity to meet up 
with two frequent e-mail contacts and 
spent an enjoyable day, before the week- 
end, with Tony Jenkins, the devoted 
R.R.E.C. Registrar of these cars, and with 
Norman Geeson (P.4-03, page 4141) on 
the Monday following, where a proposed 
two hour discussion at his home in 
Peterborough extended to six. Thank 
you Norman, we did make it back to 
Heathrow and the flight to Sweden. 

No Australian responded to my re- 
quest in P.6-02 to join me at this event. 
There is always 2004. The Workshop 
weekend is thoroughly recommended for 
all who wish to increase the understand- 
ing and enjoyment of their car. 


The Register 

It is two years since members voted in 
favour of establishing Technical Registers 
and it would seem worthwhile briefly re- 
viewing the resultant activity and interest 
shown. 

Firstly, the recent edition of Chassis 
Plate lists 219 eligible cars for this 


Presenter David Haines (right) conducting a vehicle inspection at the RR.E.C. Register Workshop. It was not 


unlike those held here in February, in terms of providing some surprises for owners. 


r = 


Register, and with all types represented, 
viz: 30 Silver Wraith, 54 Silver Dawn, 86 
Bentley Mk VI, 44 R-type and 5 R-type 
Continental. 

Models listed range from 1947 to 
1958 with the popular years being 1951 
(57 cars — 26%) and 1954 (36 cars — 
16%). 

The Table below, derived from infor- 
mation in Chassis Plate, shows, for exam- 
ple, that 12 of the 219 cars presumably 
reside overseas with their eight owners, 
whilst the remaining 207 are spread 
around every State and _ Territory, 
amongst |62 Australian owners, but with 
New South Wales and Victoria together 
accounting for 59% of owners and 62% of 
the cars. 

Comparison with the previous listing 
(PRAECLARUM page 3773) shows little 
change in total vehicles but significant 
movement between some States. 

Forty-six members responded to the 
five-page survey circulated in August 
2001 with the start of the Register. This 
identified both areas of interest and 
those members with experience and ex- 
pertise in specific areas. Surprisingly, | 
have had very few calls for assistance 
where | could make use of the latter. 

Because members are widely scat- 
tered throughout our large country the 
Annual Federal Rally remains the only 
practical opportunity to meet as a repre- 
sentative group. 

Twenty-five members attended the 
first Technical Day at Coffs Harbour in 
2002, where we attempted to cover a 
number of areas of interest. This year in 
York thirty-two members were present 
where an information sharing session was 
tried in the limited time allocated (P.4-03 
page 4141). 

The Vehicle fnspection Days set up in 
the capital cities of six States in February, 
offering members a free professional in- 
spection of their vehicle, and an opportu- 
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SERVICE RECOMMENDATION 


(See main text) 
Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn and Bentley Mark VI/R-type 


SCHEDULE ‘A’ 
Every 5,000 miles, or every 6 months 


LUBRICATION 
|. Bonnet fasteners and locks 
2. Door locks, hinges and boot lid lock 
3. Ignition distributor shaft, contact breaker pivots and cam 
4. Steering column controls, accelerator, carburetter, and 
clutch pedal mechanism 
5. Brake system pivot pins and bearings 
6. Propellor shaft universal joints (3 points) and sliding joint 


(I point) 


OIL LEVEL CHECKS 
1. Steering box 
. Chassis lubrication tank 
. Carburetter automatic air valve guides 
. Brake master cylinder 
. Gearbox 
. Rear axle 
. Front and rear dampers 
. Drain and refill crankcase. Renew oil filter element 


ENGINE & CHASSIS ADJUSTMENTS 
I. Check coolant level and top up if required. (When 
climatic conditions warrant, check specific gravity of 
coolant and add anti-freeze as required) 
2. Check fan belt tension. Adjust as necessary 
3. Check and reset inlet tappet clearances 
4. Clean sparking plugs. Check and reset gaps 
5. Check contact breaker points. Renew as required. Reset 
gaps and check timing 
6. Clean carburetter air valves 
7. Check functioning of fuel pump (disconnect electrical 
leads and check each pump independently) 
8. Check and adjust tyre pressures 
9. a) Remove brake drums and inspect linings, deglaze and 
adjust brakes. b) Adjust servo if required 
10. Check for excessive leakage at any point in the central- 
ised chassis lubrication system 
11. Check and adjust tyre pressures 
12 Clean oil bath air filter element if fitted and refill with oil 
13. Check exhaust system condition including mounting 


ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 
|. Check battery acid level. Top up with distilled water as 
required. Clean, re-Vaseline and tighten battery terminals 
2. Check complete electrical system for correct functioning 


ROAD TEST 
Test car on road 


SCHEDULE ‘B’ 
Every 10,000 miles or every 12 months 
!. Repeat Schedule ‘A’ 
2. Check starter motor reduction gear oil level and refill as 
required 
3. Clean carburetter air filter element 
4. Clean the two fuel strainers 
a) The main fuel filter on the chassis cross member just 
forward of the petrol tank 
b) The filter gauzes in each carburetter float chamber 
feed connection 
5. Renew sparking plugs 
6. Check chassis lubrication system for correct operation. 
Renew lubrication tank filter 
7. Wax oil under carriage of vehicle as required 


SCHEDULE ‘C’ 
Every 20,000 miles, or every 24 months 


|. Repeat Schedule ‘B’ 

2. Drain and refill gearbox (Automatic type# and Manual) 
# Check oil pressure and perform stall test 
# Clean oil breather in top of dipstick 

3. Drain and refill rear axle oil 

4. Inspect dynamo brush condition 


Every 40,000 miles, or every 4 years 


Flush and renew brake fluid 


Every 80,000 miles, or every 8 years 


Renew brake hoses and seals 


nity to witness the examination and learn 
what to check and how, had mixed suc- 
cess (P.2-03, page 4070). 

Whilst thirty-one members overall 
attended (19%), one or two States 
showed little interest relative to member 
numbers. Further, only eleven cars were 
examined (5%) and just four (<2%) were 
road-tested, yet a number of defects 
were found, some of them serious as 
they related to safety. 


If these results are typical, our now 
fifty-year-old cars are not being fully ser- 
viced at the required frequency. This is of 
concern, as only Road Authorities in 
N.S.W. and the Northern Territory re- 
quire a compulsory annual roadworthy 
inspection. 

Without a wider sampling of the con- 
dition of members’ cars to indicate 
otherwise, (and it would be up to the 
Branches concerned to initiate this) then, 


based on these findings, it would seem 
that the immediate needs of this Register 
should be to encourage all members to 
become knowledgeable of service re- 
quirements of their particular vehicle, the 
required service frequency, and to be- 
come expert in monitoring its perfor- 
mance on the road. 
Basic Servicing 

You can perform most of this yourself. 
Even if you have your car professionally 
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GISTERS (continued) 


maintained, you will derive more plea- 
sure if you are knowledgeable of service 
requirements, the all important appro- 
priate service frequency, and are able to 
confidently advise your mechanic exactly 
what item needs special attention at your 
next service. 

Where to. start? Re-read your 
Owners Handbook. Become familiar with 
what needs to be checked, how to go 
about it and the frequency. The technical 
department of any major oil company will 
provide a printed update of the appro- 
priate lubricant for each 
component. 


modern 


The Service Schedule reproduced on 
the previous page was presented in June 
this year at the two-day R.R.E.C. Tech- 
nical Workshop referred to above. The 
Schedule was recommended as applicable 
to all Register cars even if used rarely. 

It is included here as a useful begin- 
ners guide, and to promote discussion 
amongst more experienced members as 
to what they feel has been omitted, or 


Photograph ‘B’. All Register models have two of 
these components, but where? They should be 
sound and free of any cracks, but how to tell? 


Photograph ‘A’. All Register models in one mode! should have two tubes similar to that shown (bends may 
be different), but where are they fitted and why the production change from short to long? 


perhaps what may be excluded or modi- 
fied. For example, under Schedule ‘A’ it 
would be wise to not only check for ex- 
cessive oil leakage at any point in the cen- 
tral chassis lubrication system, but to 
ensure that all points are in fact receiving 
lubrication. Undetected dry points are 
the scourge of this system that has in the 
past resulted in costly repairs for many 
owners. 


Vehicle Inspection 

Following are two questions for those 
members wanting more of a challenge 
than this article has provided so far, and 
also to stimulate an interest for all in 
gaining knowledge of our vehicles. 


Question A. The early production exam- 
ples in one of our models was fitted with 
two tubes much shorter than the one 
shown in photograph ‘A’. These should 
have been replaced with the much longer 
tubes fitted to later models, similar to the 
one depicted. Where are they fitted, and 
why were they replaced ? 


Note: Two Register cars entered in the 


recent 2003 N.S.W. Branch Concours 
had the original short tubes still installed. 
Both owners were advised. 


Question B. Why can a crack in the item 
shown in photograph ‘B’, if undetected, 
result in severe damage and a possible 
accident in the worst case? 


Answers next PRAECLARUM. If you 
can't sleep give me a ring. 


Rear Wheel Bearings 
The old chestnut. As we all gain 
knowledge by the experiences of others, 
both good and bad, (e.g. the Questions 
above), it would be interesting to hear 
from those members who took the ad- 
vice to attend to their rear wheel bear- 
ings. (PRAECLARUM pages: 3300, 4012 

and 4141) 

Good Motoring 
Lloyd Missen, Registrar 


67 Rembrandt Drive, Middle Cove, 2068 
*Phone/Fax 02-9958-283 | 


lloydshirleym@bigpond.com 


Silver Shadow, Bentley T and Derivatives 


The New South Wales and Victoria 
Branches have appointed Register con- 
tact persons, but | still need contact per- 
sons to come forward for the other 
Branches. 

Our Club’s website www.rroc.org.au 
has a Registers section in which you can 
access technical discussions relating to 
the vehicles covered by that register. 


Our area, Silver Shadow, Bentley T & 
Derivitives, has a wealth of discussion on 
mechanical, electrical and coachwork 
issues taking place which would be help- 
ful to members owning these cars. 

| am pleasantly surprised too, at the 
number of international visitors and con- 
tibutors to the technical sites. 

Whilst the Club’s Workshop Manuals 


are an indispensible help they do not 
always contain the information required 
to diagnose age-, mileage- & corrosion- 
related faults. 

| am always willing to help with tech- 
nical queries and can be contacted on 
03-9419-0314 after 8.00 p.m. 


Happy Motoring, 
Nicholas Lang 
shadow@rroc.org.au 
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Victorians Robin & Gita Hickman's 1986 Mulsan 


present. It is seen here at ‘The Willows’. 


Register Weekend, August 29-3Ist, 
Griffith, N.S.W. 

Our third annual ‘SMART’ Register 
weekend was held at Griffith, New South 
Wales, Australia’s fastest growing inland 
city. Griffith is 450 km. from Melbourne, 
570 km. from Sydney, 350 km. from 
Canberra, 797 km. from Adelaide and a 
very long way from Brisbane! Griffith was 
described by explorer John Oxley in 
1817 as being “uninhabitable and useless 
to civilised man”, but it is now a thriving 
regional centre. It is the hub of the 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area, or the 
M.I.A. (established in 1912). It is the heart 
of the Riverina area, and if not for one of 
the world’s greatest engineering feats of 
bringing water all the way from the 
Snowy Mountains, would not exist. 
Because of the irrigation scheme the area 
is now one of Australia’s largest produc- 
ers of wine, rice, poultry, eggs, citrus, 
stone fruits and vegetables. 

Thirteen ‘SMART’ cars, a_ Silver 
Shadow, a Silver Cloud Ill and 2 non- 
marque cars attended the rally with their 
respective occupants. There were two 
cars from N.S.W., one from S.A., three 
from Qld, one from the A.C.T. and 10 
from Victoria. 

We made our way to Griffith on 
Friday 29th August and met up at the 
Bagtown Inn Motel, the newest and 
largest motels in Griffith. This is a very 
comfortable motel and we enjoyed our 
stay there. Upon arrival we were handed 
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ne (BSG14678) was the only Bentley SMART variant 


our Goodie Bag which was full of inter- 
esting pamphlets and information about 
the area which we could read when we 
got home (we certainly didn’t have a 
spare minute to read any of it during the 
weekend!). This was put together by 
Dick Donnelley (N.S.W.), the organiser 
of the tour. Dinner that night was held at 
the motel and was most enjoyable. 

We were up bright and early the next 
day because we had a busy schedule to 
follow. We had a good breakfast in the 
motel dining room and then left in con- 
voy at 0900 hrs to drive to our first visit 
for the day. This was to the ‘Catania’ 


Fruit Salad Farm, so named not because it 
produces fruit salad but because it is a 
mixed horticulture and viticulture farm. It 
is one of the oldest farms in the area with 
an original mud-brick home. We were 
welcomed by the owners, Joe & Sharon 
Maugeri. Although it was sunny, there 
was a very cold wind, which made our 
walking tour of the farm a little difficult, 
because Sharon had to shout at us to 
make herself heard most of the time. 
However, she did a very good job in de- 
scribing the farm and what it produces. 

It was here that we met ‘Tuppence’, a 
little King Charles Cavalier puppy owned 
by Bill Coburn and Peter Chan (from 
Canberra). There were any number of 
warm coats and parkas for her to cuddle 
into provided by the ladies on the tour! 
The farm also had two little puppies that 
people took turns cuddling (to keep 
them warm, of course!). | think the 
younger of the daughters was worried 
one of us was going to take the puppies 
home with us! 

After the walking tour we went on a 
bus tour of the farm and we learnt about 
the irrigation system and how the water 
was monitored, sold, bought and traded 
as a commodity, as well as many other in- 
teresting features of the property and its 
produce. The great productivity of the 
area, which has an excellent climate, ideal 
soils and low levels of pollution and 
chemicals, is brought to life by the provi- 
sion of water. 

When the bus tour was over we then 
went into a large shed and watched an 
excellent video produced by the owners, 
detailing the running and production ven- 


South Australian Branch member Brian Hallo with his | 980 Silver Spirit (ASAO 1! 500), the only car from that 
State. Also at ‘The Willows’. 
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tures of the farm over a year. We also 
saw the dehydrating plant in which the 
sugar plums are turned into prunes. Then 
we went into the little shop the owners 
had set up and sampled and bought goods 
produced on site. This included ‘Pissed 
Prunes in Port” (!! — Ed.), which were 
very popular, apricots in sherry, jams, 
mustards, lemon butter, nuts, dried fruit 
and home-made wine. 

Our next visit was to the ‘Westend 
Estate’, a winery established in 1945 by 
Francesco & Elizabeth Calabria and now 
under the guiding hand of their son, Bill. 
The wine industry in the M.I.A. area 
started in 1913 when the late J.J. 
McWilliam planted 40,000 grape cuttings 
on his block at Hanwood. The M.I.A. is 
now the largest wine producing region in 
the State, producing over 200,000 tonnes 
of grapes annually, representing almost 
60% of all N.S.W. production and 15% of 


Noel (above) & Robin Kennedy drove their 1983 Silver Spirit (ASCO6556) down from Queensland. Note 
the updated wheel trims — these were only fitted for one Model Year (1989) as a change to alloy wheels the national total. We had a guided tour 
occurred for the 1990 MY. Also from Queensland, Brad Page (below) with his 1984 Silver Spirit of the plant and could taste the wines 


(ASE09029), fitted with alloy wheels. produced at different stages of produc- 


tion. To me some of them tasted as bad 
as they looked! However, the end result 
was very good, as evidenced by the 
boxes of wines that were seen leaving the 
winery to be loaded into boots — there 
was hardly room left for the luggage in 
some cars! We had a barbeque lunch 
here. 

Our next stop was at a local produc- 
tion plant where we could sample the 
produce and buy whatever tickled our 
taste buds. 

At 1530 hrs we commenced our 
Technical session back at the motel. This 
was put on for us by Bill Coburn from 
Canberra (a member of the N.S.W. 
Branch) and Robert Chapman from 
Victoria. Bill gave us a rundown on gen- 
eral maintenance of the cars and Robert 
talked to us about passive and active safe- 
ty features of modern cars. He told us 
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some sobering facts about how much 
energy is stored in a moving object, and 
what happens to it when the object 
comes to an abrupt halt. We thank both 
Bill and Robert very much for the effort 
they put into their presentations. 
Following this, we had a short meeting to 
discuss next year’s venue and a few other 
items. 

Dinner that night was at a local Italian 
restaurant, ‘La Scala’. An Italian restau- 
rant was chosen because there is a large 
Italian population in Griffith. This was a 
cosy restaurant and we had a very enjoy- 
able meal. During the course of the 


Above: Anthony (left) and Tom Kierce (Vic.) with the family 1985 Silver Spirit (ASF! 2985). Below: The only 
coachbuilt car present was John & Marjorie Wilson’s 1984 Camargue (AJE08943). Although this model 
was originally built on the Silver Shadow platform, later examples like this were Silver Spirit based. 
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evening Mr Pat Sergi from ‘Westend 
Estate’ called in because he had donated 
three bottles of wine to be won by the 
participants. We all had to look under 
our chairs and if we found a sticker, then 
we had won a bottle of wine! This was 
very kind of him. Also, during our time at 
the winery, Pat had been asked by Dick 
Donnelley to choose the most desirable 
car on the tour. You would not believe 
who won it! It was Bill & Jean Allsep, 
from Victoria, who were attending in 
their gold 1976 Silver Shadow! Although 
it is not a ‘SMART’ car, it is indeed a very 
smart car and worthy of its win. It could 
also have had something to do with the 
colour, because it matched exactly the 
render of the outside of the ‘Westend 
Estate’ winery building. Pat was so taken 
with the car that he asked that it be 
parked right outside the building as soon 
as it arrived. Well done Bill & Jean. They 
won a bottle of dessert wine. You 
couldn’t wipe the grin from Bill’s face for 
the rest of the weekend! 

The next morning saw us heading to 
‘The Willows’, a most magnificent prop- 
erty owned by Peter & Jennifer Bartter. 
When Dick had organised this visit, the 
owners originally said that we were wel- 
come to visit the gardens, but the house 
would be off limits. However, when we 
arrived, they said that the house was 
open, since they were not sure what the 
weather was going to do, and they were 
worried about having the morning tea 
outside. This was extremely generous of 
them. They allowed us complete access 
to the home and we wandered around in 
awe as we lost count of the number of 
bedrooms and marvelled at the furniture 
and décor of every room. We even had a 
guided tour of the temperature- 
controlled cellar. Morning tea included 
cappuccino, latte or whatever took your 
fancy, as well as scones, cakes and tarts. 
This was also our photo opportunity of 
the tour so | spend quite a lot of time 
photographing every car in various poses 
around the front and side of the house. 
The garden was just beautiful with pan- 
sies and other winter-flowering plants 
everywhere. We certainly thank the 
owners very much for their amazing hos- 
pitality. All the money collected from us 
was given to the Children’s Medical 
Centre Research charity. 

From ‘The Willows’ we travelled to 
Griffith Pioneer Park Museum, which is 
the largest museum in New South Wales 
west of the Blue Mountains. It is located 


Above: N.5.W. members Stewart Begg and Geoff Nobs brought their recently acquired 1991 Silver Spirit If 
(ASM34904). Below: Victorians Theo & Edith Nelson with their 1995 Silver Spur Ill (ANR5448 1). Note the 


alloy wheels fitted to both cars as original. 
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in || hectares of natural bushland on the 
outskirts of Griffith. There are over 40 
historical buildings set up in the area. The 
Park commemorates the life and time of 
our early pioneers, with a special focus of 
the development of the Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Area. As we arrived, it started 
raining, so we had a very quick tour of 
the park and then went into the hall and 
had a barbeque lunch, which was enjoyed 


Chris Lenehan (Vic.) with his 1981 Silver Spirit (ASBO3933). 
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by all. 

By the end of lunch it was time to 
start heading to our night’s destination, 
whether it was back home, or a stop on 
the way. We had all had a marvellous 
time, and we certainly cannot thank Dick 
Donnelley and Robin Hickman enough 
for all the time and effort they put into 
organising such an action-packed and 
interesting weekend. 


Photographs by Roger Thiedeman 


‘Goldfinger’ Rolls-Royce Phantom Ill and 
‘Oddjob’ figure; Corgi Classics, James Bond 
007 range, ‘Directors Cut’ version; 1:43 
scale (length: approx. 130 m.m.); Reference 
no. CC06803; £11.99 plus p. & p. 


Reviewed by Roger Thiedeman 


Rolls-Royce enthusiasts and James 
Bond aficionados alike will find much to 
appreciate in this diecast model from 
Corgi. It is a nicely detailed replica of the 
1937 Phantom III Barker sedanca de ville, 
chassis 3BU168, as featured in the third 
Bond movie ‘Goldfinger’. 

There are, in fact, two variants of the 
model: the so-called ‘Directors Cut’ ver- 
sion reviewed here (Corgi reference 
number CC06803), and a cheaper, down- 
market one with different reference 
number. The subject of this review fea- 
tures accurately moulded (and position- 
ed) representations of door hinges and 
handles, three ‘flip-flap’ shutters on each 
side of the bonnet, fuel filler flap, plated 
effect to radiator grille — with black R-R 
monogram — and associated brightwork, 
headlamps with simulated glass lenses, 
three-spoke steering wheel, oval ‘GB’ 
touring badge on boot lid, personalised 
‘AU I’ number plates to front and rear, 
and wheel discs with dummy hexagonal 
hubcap detail. 

Accompanying the model is an equally 
well-detailed figure (albeit in slightly 
larger scale than the car) of Auric 
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Goldfinger’s mute Korean chauffeur/cad- 
die/evil henchman Oddjob, poised for a 
spot of frisbee practice with his lethal, 
steel-rimmed bowler hat! 

But Corgi appear to have compro- 
mised authenticity on the ‘Directors Cut’ 
model in respect of two important 
details: a ‘gold-plated’ Spirit of Ecstasy 
mascot; and use of whitewall tyres. In the 
movie, the Phantom Ill is fitted with a 
mascot in standard nickel-plated finish; 
and, although W.]. Oldham’s book The 
Rolls-Royce 40/50 h.p. Ghosts, Phantoms 
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and Spectres has a later photo of 3BU168 
fitted with whitewalls, in ‘Goldfinger’ the 
car was shod with plain, black-sidewall 
tyres. 

The lower priced of the two Corgi 
offerings (at £4.99 plus p. & p.) has the 
correct non-whitewall tyres, but is spoilt 
by an unrealistic and unattractive matt- 
grey finish to radiator grille and ‘bright- 
work’, has unadorned wheel discs, lacks a 
mascot, and does not include the Oddjob 
figure. 


Orders could be placed, via the Internet, at 
the secure websites of either Corgi: 


http://www.corgishop.com/pages/home/index.asp 


or 
Collectiques (an independent U.K. 
model dealer): 
http://www.collectiques.net.shop/ 


This 1963 Frank Dale & Stepsons photograph of 3BU168, from the collection of Steve Stuckey (A.C.T), 
shows that during the intervening years after the original coachbuilder's portrait was taken (page 4153) a 
Spirit of Ecstasy mascot had been replaced the original owner's private mascot and the headlamps had 
been chrome plated. Paintwork was still black, however, but without the heavy lining to the bonnet In the 


original novel ‘Goldfinger, author lan Flerning ‘cast’ Auric Goldfinger’s car as a Silver Ghost limousine. 
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OWNERS COMPANION AND GUIDEBOOK, 
& 


(Claurten Sore, MIAME, AB: 


Go 
SHORE AUTOMOTY 


‘Vanden Plas Princess 4 litre R — Owners 
Companion and Guidebook’ by Charles 
Shore, MIAME, ASAE (USA), AMIET (Lond.). 
Published by Charles Shore in conjunction 
with the Vanden Plas Owners’ Club, 2003. 
151 pages, numerous illustrations. $59.95 
plus postage & handling from Roy South, 
telephone 02-9387-533 1. 


Reviewed by Roger Thiedeman 


In the early 1960s, a technical alliance 
between Rolls-Royce Ltd and British 
Motor Corporation (BMC) spawned sev- 
eral concept cars, all but a handful of 
which failed to proceed beyond the 
drawing board or modeling studio (see 


ROLLS-ROYCE HERITAGE TRUST 


ROYCE 


and the 


VIBRATION DAMPER 


TECHNICAL SERIES No 6 


‘Royce and the Vibration Damper’ by Tom C. 
Clarke. Published by the Rolls-Royce Heritage 
Trust (Technical Series No. 6). 124 pages, 
numerous illustrations. £6.00. 


Dr Frederick Lanchester has long 
been credited with the invention of the 
crankshaft vibration damper — essential 
equipment on any in-line six-cylinder en- 
gine — while Henry Royce has at the 
same time been widely assumed (includ- 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley Experimental Cars 
by lan Rimmer). One of these, code- 
named Bentley ‘Java’, subsequently in- 
spired BMC’s Vanden Plas Princess 4 
Litre R saloon, powered by the Rolls- 
Royce FB60 six-cylinder engine. 

This book, privately produced for pri- 
vate circulation, is a comprehensive guide 
to the Princess R. Charles Shore, an 
authority on the subject (and a member 
of the R.R.O.C.A.), has packed in a 
wealth of information such as technical 
details and drawings (in black-and-white 
and colour), maintenance and overhaul 
advice, reproductions of road test re- 
ports and service bulletins, a history of 
Vanden Plas, and even a few whimsical 
snippets. It must be asked, however, 
what value there is in a Table of Contents 
when none of the book’s pages are 
numbered! 

That anomaly aside, owners and casual 
readers alike will find this a useful com- 
pendium in celebration of a motor car 
that it could be argued is more of a Rolls- 
Royce than the latest products bearing 
that hallowed name. 


The Author has undertaken to donate to the 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia $6.00 
for each copy sold in the Club. — Ed. 


ing by Lanchester himself!) to have 
copied the idea from Lanchester for the 
Rolls-Royce 30 h.p. 6-cylinder car and 
subsequent models. 

C.W. ‘Bill’ Morton, in his 1964 book A 
history of Rolls-Royce motor cars Vol. | 
1903-1907, maintained with a deep con- 
viction that Royce invented the damper 
independently. Tom Clarke’s superlative 
and astonishingly well researched book 
vindicates Morton and proves that the 
view of Royce as an improver rather than 
an innovator is a largely mythical that 
seriously underestimates the great man. 

Strongly recommended for all serious 
students of the marque. — Ed. 


Order from the Rolls-Royce Heritage Trust, 
PO Box 31, Derby DE24 8Bj, England. 
Orders may be faxed to: 
+44-|332-24-9727 
or sent by e-mail to: 
richard.haigh@rolls-royce.com 


‘2003 Celebration Tour 


Alpine 
Commemorative Book’ by David Dudley and 
Mary White. Available in hard cover and soft 
cover editions. 


This delightful publication opens with 
the words: “Of course it was all Radley’s 
fault. If he had not made such a pig’s ear of 
the Katschberg Pass in 19/2... ”! 

It is certainly true that James Radley 
started it all. We have a tendency in the 
Rolls-Royce movement to make much of 
anniversaries, finding all kinds of innova- 
tive ways in which to commemorate 
them. Next year’s events commemorat- 
ing 100 years since the first meeting of 
Rolls and Royce come immediately to 
mind. But the various commemorations 
of the triumphant (for Rolls-Royce) 1913 
Austrian Alpine Trial that have been held 
over the last few decades have surely 
been triumphs in their own right. Those 
who have been fortunate enough to par- 
ticipate have been able to dine out on the 
experience for years after. 

Those less fortunate souls left at 
home can console themselves with the 
excellent articles written by enthusiastic 
participants (there are two in this edition 
of PRAECLARUM) and books such as 
this one that such events inevitably tend 
to spawn. This one was produced as a 
joint effort by David Dudley, Editor of the 
R.R.E.C.’s Silver Ghost Register Newsletter, 
and Mary White, Editor of the Silver 
Ghost Association’s journal The Silver 
Ghost Tourer, with photographs provided 
by Tour participants. — Ed. 


Available from R.R.E.C. Hunt House 
Paulerspury, England NNI2 7NA 
+44-|327-81-1797 
admin@rrec.org.uk 
(proceeds to the Alpine Exhibit) 
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Cars For Sale 


1919 Silver Ghost (35TVWV) Body off restoration, 
great attention to detail. New wheels, radiator 
core, wings, etc. Local Branch outright Concours 
winner 2003. Full history known — once the prop- 
erty of the King of Siam. $265000. Joe 
Wilson 07-3378-5379 (‘phone & FAX) email: 
joewilson@powerup.com.au 


1924 Silver Ghost (67AU) Martin & King sports 
saloon orginal to this Australian delivered chassis. 
A regular on Club runs and very reliable with 
excellent documented history. An opportunity to 
become the custodian of an original bodied Silver 
Ghost. $150,000, offers considered. Mark Babidge 
08-9364-286| babidge@bigpond.com.au 


1926 Phantom | (9YC) Kellow Falkiner tourer. 
Classic white with black mudguards, Original 
engine OT65 and ancillaries. Body off restoration 
by Peter Lamb. 6,112 miles since purchase in 1995. 
Outstanding car in very good condition. Used by 
Prince Michael of Kent during his 1994 Australian 
visit. $105,000. Brendan Howard 07-5591-91 11 
or FAX 07-5591 -9122 


1934 Bentley 3'/ Litre (B9!BL) Arthur Mulliner all 
alloy 2-door fixed head sports 4-seater coupé. 
Two-tone Navy Blue with Magnolia Connolly 
interior, Very rare and stylish. One of two coupés 
by this bespoke coachbuilder. Recently fully re- 
stored. A very pretty car and a delight to drive. 
Two owners in 42 years. Sale due to eye problem. 
$95,000. Norman Webster 02-9418-4280 Fax: 
02-9499-3763 mailchrisw@aol.com 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS' CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1938 25/30 (GZR4) HJ. Mulliner sedanca de ville. 
Sound and complete. Last registered 1985, in stor- 
age since. All aspects in perfect condition, Sedanca 
roof is metal sliding type. $58,000. Mal Richardson 
0419-79-9297 malcolm@globalhire.com.au 


1951 Silver Wraith (WHD57) Park Ward saloon. 
Dark green with matching interior. Purchased new 
and owned by a Melboume businessman. until 
recently, Still in excellent mechanical condition. 
106,437 miles. Original tools, handbook and Park 
Ward coachwork manual with signed original 
Guarantee. Ready for continued reliable service. 
$45,000. L, Dell 0407-13-5572 


4 s he 
1951 Bentley Mk VI (BI162MD) deep English Moss 
Green. 4'/2 litre. Restored 1994. Original HMV 
radio working, tools, tyre pump, boot blind, boot 
lid straps, silk rear window blind, sunroof. 
Australian delivered with all export modifications 
including bumpers, oil bath air cleaner, suspension, 
Yale locks for bonnet and fuel cap cover and York 
Motors chassis strengthening as devised by the late 
Bert Ward. Excellent condition, Class winner, 2000 
Federal Concours, 1994 Queensland Branch 
Concours and many other awards. Queensland 
registered. Current owner 36 years. $55,000, Peter 
Barrow 07-3366-5069 pandmbarrow@yahoo.com 


1952 Silver Dawn (SFC58) short boot, 4.5 litre, 
manual gearebox model with full-flow oil filter. 
Very original, both paint and upholstery in good 


condition. Fully equipped with toolkit, boot roller 
blind, handbook and original Guarantee document. 
Radiator and clutch recently renewed. Third 
owner (15 years), full history. N.S.W. reg. SD-1952, 
expires March '04. $47,000. Richard Williams 
02-9498-2316 or FAX 02-9403-3314 


1956 Bentley SI (BI51CM) Shell Grey over Black 
Pearl, grey interior. Refurbished woodwork. Power 
steering, complete tool-kit, original handbook. 
Class winner at 1992 and 1993 Federal Rallies, 
Bentley Trophy winner at 1994 Federal Rally, 
numerous Queensland Branch Concours awards, 
Now used mostly for fast touring, a task in which 
it excels. 92,000-odd miles. Present owner |4 
years, $47,500. Jeffrey Priddle 07-3378-6009 


196! Bentley Continental $2 (BC69BY) Park Ward 
drophead coupé. Good original condition, Located 
Brisbane. $99,000 negotiable. Frederick Bitneris 
07-3422-0628 (h) 


1962 Silver Cloud Ill (SCX151) Burgundy (repaint- 
ed) with Beige leather, mostly new. Excellent 
appearance. N.S.\W. Branch Concours winner 
2001. Electric windows, factory air conditioning. 
Very good mechanically, low mileage. $65,000 neg. 
Doug Markell 02-9327-6688 or 041 4-27-9818 


1963 Bentley $3 (BI34DF) Georgian Silver over 
Regent Grey with superb dove grey interior. 
Beautifully restored and maintained to a high 
standard. Electric windows, air conditioning, etc. 
Mechanical inspections welcome. 2 owners in 28 
years. $64,000 neg. Greg Lewis 08-929 |-0422 (h) 
or 0417-91-6066 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1969 Silver Shadow (SRH4453) Silver (repainted) 
with new grey (Howe) leather and grey carpets. 
Owned by Club Foundation Member Tony 
Purchase since 1981. Extensively refurbished in 
past ten years. No registration. $30,000 or offers 
considered. S. Purchase (Tasmania) 03-6267-4217 


s, 


1970 Silver Shadow (SRH8384) two-tone green 
(Pewter over Brewster) with dark green leather 
and carpets. Presents and drives very well. 
Attractive and comfortable. Mechanically Al. 
Registered. $27,500. Tom Johnston 08-8234-5600 


1972 Comiche (CRH1218i) HJ. Mulliner, Park 
Ward two-door saloon. White with red leather. 
Very original and good condition. Air conditioning, 
electric seats, cruise control, 8-track tape player. 
$48,995. Tony Wither 03-9553-8936 or mobile 
041 2-06-6670 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must 
be factual and accurate. Persons misrepresenting 
cars, parts or services will be denied further use of 
this space. Ads for cars for sale must include chassis 
number and asking price. Ads may be edited to 
optimise use of available space and to conform to 
a standard format, and may be rejected at the 
discretion of the Editor without discussion. 


Cars For Sale 


1974 Comiche Convertible (DRH!7099) Gold 
with magnolia upholstery and black hood. 
Bodywork, hood and interior excellent. 87,000 
miles. Meticulously maintained in superb mechani- 
cal condition for the past 15 years by Bob 
Chapman. $98,000. John Baldwin 03-9735-1946 or 
041 2-09-9644 


1975 Comiche (CRHI7997) two-door saloon. 
Brewster Green with beige leather. Australian 
delivery. All original tools and books. Electric seats 
and windows, air conditioning, stereo/CD player. 
Beautiful condition, low mileage. Qld. reg. RRC-12. 
$48,000. Bryan or Pamela Dodd 07-5527-2762 


1975 Silver Shadow (SRH21227) Moorland Green 
and Pewter Silver, tan upholstery and light brown 
carpets. Suspension recently overhauled, Always 
garaged, Handbook, Workshop Manuals. | 34,764 
miles. Suit wedding/function hire. $23,500. Susan 
Hecker 02-9909-2220 or 07-4121-3220 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or colour 
prints showing the lines of the car are suitable, 
*Front-on’ shots cannot be used. For photo return, 
please include stamped addressed envelope. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars must, 
where required by law, quote their dealer's licence 
number and comply with all other statutory 
requirements relating to their advertising. 


1981 Silver Spirit (ASBO3248) Silver Sand with un- 
marked cream leather interior. Australian delivery. 
All books inciuding original warranties, full tool-kit, 
English overlays front and rear, CD player. Original 
and perfect (not reconditioned). 163,000 km. The 
small electric ‘Cormiche’ was built in England in 
1984 and has been reconditioned in Silver Sand 
with cream seats. All lights operate. Drum brakes. 
Both cars immaculate. Nothing to spend. $75,000 
o.n.o. for the two. Ray Roche 02-4353-1908 


Cars Wanted 


Silver Dawn wanted, long boot automatic gearbox 
model. John Hughes 02-9997-6 133 


Wanted: Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars, pre- 
and post-war, any model up to and including Silver 
Clouds and S Series, any condition considered. 
Please contact Ray or lan at The Real Car Co., 
telephone (U.K) +44-1248-602649 or Email: 
mail@realcar.co.uk 


Coachwork For Sale 


1932 Martin & King saloon body in very good con- 
dition available for a reasonable offer. Perfect for a 
Phantom | or Il as it has been removed from the 
long wheelbase Silver Ghost chassis to which It was 
fitted in 1932. Interior in excellent restored condi- 
tion. Currently located in a Perth restorer’s work- 
shop. Keith Drew 03-6265-2788 


Classifieds continued next page 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. Non- 
members are charged $16.50 (inc. GST) for a non- 
commercial ad. of reasonable length. Trade ads at 
commercial rates. Photographs included free of 
charge to non-trade members, $16.50 (inc. GST) 
for others. Where applicable, cheques made 
payable to RR.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at 


‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ’Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140. Email: iamesyoungs1@bigpond.com 
Deadlines: 21st of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


Market Place 


4178 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIE 


DA 


PRACCLARVM 


DVERTISING 


Parts For Sale 


CAV bell-shaped headlights, mint condition origi- 
nal, sell or swap for Lucas; set of castings for Auster 
rear screen; Silver Ghost thermostat housing, bal- 
ancer and pinion; Phantom |Il new old stock piston 
set, standard, and crown wheel & pinion; Silver 
Dawn/Mk VI triple-row pinion bearing, rubber 
mud-flaps and stone guards; Silver Cloud/S 
Senes quarter-window rubbers. Max Houston 
02-4373-1052 or 0407-66-9459 


6 only new, still in wrappers, 895 x 135 beaded 
edge Betco tyres and tubes. $2,200 Jeff Black 
07-3207-3632 


Silver Dawn or Bentley Mk VI/R-type front 
bumper, brand new in original packing case, no 
overnders, $750. Terry Bruce 03-9772-2973 


Seat covers for Silver Spirit or Spur, cloth, blue 
with red piping. Near new. James Harwood 
08-9474-3859 

Parts Wanted 


Fuse holders to suit Silver Cloud Il. Peter Jordan- 
Hill 03-9800-5433 or FAX 03-9800-5466 


Wanted: jack for 1923 20 Horsepower. David 
Vann 07-3265-2999 


Ornithorhynchus anatinus Platypus 


Literature For Sale 


PRAECLARUM back issues available from the 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia. If you 
require a particular issue to complete your 
collection please let us know and we will see if it is 
available. $5.00 per copy. Please contact David 
Vann 07-3865-3287 or FAX 07-3865-4822 


Bentley 4'/+ Litre Owner's Handbook, condensed 
edition suitable for all series GA to MX inclusive. 
Fold-out wiring diagrams intact. In very good, clean 
condition. $135. Martin Bennett 02-4829-7140 
(phone & FAX). iamesyoungs1@bigpond.com 


Phantom Il handbook (No. VI) original and all 
pages intact including colour diagrams. Cover 
soiled, all gold lettering visible. Inside flyleaf reads: 
“REF/24, AS. Handyside, 1933". To be sold to a 
Club member with correct car for Pll Handbook 
No. VI period. $340 including registered P & P. to 
buyer. fricharderskine@msn.com 


Bentley Owner's Handbooks: 1986 Model Year 
Turoo R from #12834, 1990 MY Turbo R from 
#31004; 1990 MY Mulsanne S from #31006. All 
mint. $135 each. Martin Bennett 02-4829-7140 
(phone & FAX). jamesyoungs1@bigpond.com 


Services 


Engineering Solutions specialists in engineering 
restorations. One-off or multiple parts made to 
your specifications or sample, existing parts re- 
paired or modified. we specialise in: 

* complete engine/transmission reconditioning 

* splines and gearcutting 

* pattern-making and casting 

* nameplate etching 

* cast iron welding 

* fuel tank manufacturing 
John Handley Restorations of Bundaberg. 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4159-9 143 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, height 
control valves, and minimum pressure valves for 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T Series, Comiche etc. 
and Silver Spirit/Spur, Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor 
cars. We have specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics 
in the U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia, Our overhauled components are guaran- 
teed for two years, unlimited milage. For example: 
Silver Shadow/Bentley T Series/Corniche/Camargue 
accumulator reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics (Australia) 
PO. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 
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VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


Ornithorhynchus from Greek ornis ‘bird’, 
rhychos ‘snout’, anatinus Latin ‘like a duck’. 


When it comes to Insurance, 
we’ll take as much care of 
your Rolls-Royce or Bentley 


Your car also has many functions 
and parts for repair. 


TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 
Pty Ltd 


13 Stirling St. Thebarton S.A. 5031 
Tel. 08 8234 5600, Fax 08 8234 5607 


MIAl 


... aS you do! 


e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 
¢ Repairer of Your Choice 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
388 George Street Sydney 2000 


5-03 4179 


1936 PIN 
Aerodynamic Coupe 


Hispano Suiza - 
Concours Winner 


Spare tire 


1937 Type — canister 
57 i -{ 


4 song 


1932 Lincoin 


Lagonda 3 - : r Henley 


® 
— 


ACHIEVE PERFECTION! 


1932 Figoni- 
Falaschi Saloon 


New 
one piece 
wheel 
disc for 
‘47 - ‘54 
Bentleys 
and Rolls 
Royce 


Choose Lmarr custom wheel discs and spare tire canisters for that “classic look.” 


Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic 
car with Lmarr precision reproduction wheel discs, and 
side and rear mounted spare tire canisters. 


The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: 
e eliminates the lengthy cleaning process 

¢ helps protect the chassis and brake mechanism 

¢ comes with everything needed for installation 


Stock discs are available for over sixty makes and models, 


and we can custom produce discs for almost any car. 


We fit wheel sizes 16” to 23”. Spare tire canisters are 
available for Bentley - 18” and Rolls Royce - 18” & 19”. 


LMARR DISK LTD. 


P.O. Box 910, Glen Ellen, CA 95442-0910 USA 
Tel: (707) 938-9347; Fax: (707) 938-3020 
E-Mail: Imarr@attglobal.net; Website: www.imarr.com 


The Record speaks for itself: 


1914 Silver Ghost, restored/rebodied V.M.G. 1992 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1998 

1939 Bentley 4'/4 Litre, restored V.M.G. 1991 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1999 

1936 Bentley 4'/4 Litre, restored V.M.G. 2000 
Best Restoration, Federal Rally 2000 

Best Bentley, Federal Rally 2000 

Overall Winner, Best Restoration and Age & 
Authenticity, N.S.W. Branch Concours 2000 
Best Derby Bentley and Masters Class winner. 
Federal Rally 2001 


The ultimate end of restoration project should be the Judges’ approval and the 
beginning of many years of reliable and enjoyable motoring 


For Show-ers and Go-ers, only 


at the Ultimate Repair Shop 


Vintage $tlotor ®arage Telephone: 02 4373 1277 


Facsimile: 02 4373 1020 


and 
BODY WORKS 
Central Mangrove, N.S.W. 


Visit our website 
vintagemotorgarage.com 


ATW 


BENTLEY 


Times may change. But Crewe never forgets. 


Who can forget the Sliver Cloud? Certainly not the people who made it. 
The craftsmen and women of Crewe have a special place in their hearts for 
every car on what has been called the slowest production line in the world. 


As you may know, Crewe is now the exclusive home of Bentley Motors. But genuine parts for 
Rolls-Royce cars built at Crewe between 1955 and 2002 will continue to be sold, serviced and 
supported through your existing Bentley dealership. 


We think that no-one knows Crewe-built Rolls-Royce motor cars better than us, or loves them more. 


Except, perhaps, their owners. 


Bentley Adelaide Bentley Gold Coast Bentley Sydney Chellingworth Motors Lance Dixon Bentley 
6 Belair Road, Hawthorn, European Automobiles 19-27 Regata Rd, Canada Bay 101 Stirling Highway, Nedlands, | 65-67 Blazey Street, Richmond, 
Adelaide, South Australia, 5062 35 Nind Street, Southport Five Dock, NSW, Australia 2046 | Western Australia, 6009 Melbourne, Victoria, 3121 
Tel: +61 8 8272 8155 Queensland, Australia Tel: +61 2 9744 S111 Tel: +6! 8 9273 3131 Tel: +61 3 9429 4000 
Fax +61 8 8373 0703 Tel: +61 7 5577 0841 Fax +61 7 9744 5517 Fax +61 8 9273 3130 Fax: +6] 3 9429 7222 
Fax +61 7 5577 0884 


CREWE 


GENUINE PARTS 
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